
NATIONAL MONUMENTS
A Critical Tool for Conservation
THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

In 1906, Congress passed the Antiquities Act, which 
created the wÀÃÌ��>Ì���>����ÃÌ�À�V�«ÀiÃiÀÛ>Ì����«���VÞ 
for the United States and ensured that the president 
can `iÃ�}�>Ìi��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ Ì��«À�ÌiVÌ��>ÌÕÀ>�]�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>�]�>�`���ÃÌ�À�V�Ã�ÌiÃ]�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�Ü>ÌiÀÃ�>�`��>�`Ã�
�v�}Ài>Ì�ÃV�i�Ì�wV�Û>�Õi°
 
Since the act was passed, 18 presidents - nine 

Democratic and nine Republican����>Ûi�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�
or expanded £xn��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�>VÀ�ÃÃ�Ì�i�
V�Õ�ÌÀÞ°�*ÀiÃ�`i�ÌÃ��>Ûi�iÝiÀV�Ãi`�Ì�i�À�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Õ�`iÀ�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��>�Þ��V���V����Õ�i�ÌÃ�

��V�Õ`��}�Ì�i -Ì>ÌÕi��v���LiÀÌÞ, Bears Ears, �À>�`�
>�Þ��, 
Giant Sequoia, Muir Woods, Great Sand Dunes, 
����iÞ�,�V�, 

>���}��Ì�iÀÃ°� 

CONSERVING AND PROTECTING AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

 >Ì���>��«ÕL��V��>�`Ã�>Ài�>����Ìi}À>��«>ÀÌ��v�Ì�i�v>LÀ�V��v�7iÃÌiÀ����Õ�Ì>���
V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>�`�>��>��À�`À�ÛiÀ��v�Ì�i�À���V>��iV�����iÃ°�In 2020 in Washington, the 
�ÕÌ`��À�ÀiVÀi>Ì����iV����Þ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌi`�££Î]�ÎÎ���LÃ]�«>�`�fx°n�L����������Ü>}iÃ�>�`�
Ã>�>À�iÃ]�>�`�Ü>Ã�£°Ç¯��v�Ì�i�ÃÌ>Ìi½Ã���*°�*À�ÌiVÌi`�«�>ViÃ�>Ài���Ài�Û�Ì>��Ì���ÕÀ��i>�Ì��
>�`�Üi���Li��}�Ì�>��iÛiÀ�iÛi��>Ã�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>Ài�}À>««���}�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�V��ÃiµÕi�ViÃ�
�v�ÀiV�À`�LÀi>���}�Û�Ã�Ì>Ì����>�`�Ì�i���«>VÌÃ��v�V���>Ìi�V�>�}i°
 
/�i�	�`i��>`����ÃÌÀ>Ì����V>��>V��iÛi��ÌÃ�}�>���v�«À�ÌiVÌ��}���Ài��>ÌÕÀi�LÞ�ÕÃ��}�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��iÜ��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ°�
���Õ��ÌÞ��i`�Ã��ÕÌ���Ã]�
���i���V>��Þ��i`��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�Ì�ivv�ÀÌÃ]�V>��«À�ÌiVÌ�>ÀV�i���}�V>�]���ÃÌ�À�V>�]�>�`�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>��ÀiÃ�ÕÀViÃÆ�i�ÃÕÀi���Ài�iµÕ�Ì>L�i�>VViÃÃ�Ì���>ÌÕÀiÆ�>``ÀiÃÃ�Ì�i�V���>Ìi�VÀ�Ã�ÃÆ�
ÀiÃÌ�Ài�Ƃ�iÀ�V>½Ã�L��`�ÛiÀÃ�ÌÞ�>�`�Ü��`��viÆ�>�`�Li}���Ì��ÀiV����Ü�Ì����ÃÌ�À�V�>�`�
«ÀiÃi�Ì����ÕÃÌ�ViÃ°�7�Ì��>��iÛi��Þ�Ã«��Ì�-i�>Ìi]�
��}ÀiÃÃ��Ã�Õ����i�Þ�Ì����Ûi�����ÌÃ��Ü��
Ì��«À�ÌiVÌ�«ÕL��V��>�`Ã�Ã��Üi�>Ài�V�Õ�Ì��}����Ì�i�>`����ÃÌÀ>Ì����Ì����Ûi�ÃÜ�vÌ�Þ�Ì��ÕÃi�
�ÌÃ�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Ì��V��ÃiÀÛi�Û�Ì>��«�>ViÃ�v�À��ÕÀ�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ°

WASHINGTON
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https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/antact.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/home/?cid=stelprdb5394941
https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sanjuan/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5390324
https://outdoorindustry.org/state/washington/


Olympic National Park

��ÌiÀiÃÌ����«ÀiÃiÀÛ��}�Ì�i�"�Þ�«�V�
*i���ÃÕ�>½Ã�Ã«iVÌ>VÕ�>À���Õ�Ì>��Ã]�À>���
v�ÀiÃÌ]�>�`�Õ��µÕi�Ü��`��vi��i�«i`�«ÕÃ��
v�À��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�Ì�`iÃ�}�>Ì����
���Ì�i�£n�äÃ°����£�n£]�Ì�i�«>À��Ü>Ã�
`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�>�1 -
"�7�À�`��iÀ�Ì>}i�
-�Ìi°�

San Juan Islands National 
Monument  

The «À�V�>�>Ì��� states, “Within 
7>Ã���}Ì���-Ì>Ìi½Ã�*Õ}iÌ�-�Õ�`���iÃ�
>��>ÀV��«i�>}���v��ÛiÀ�{xä��Ã�>�`Ã]�
À�V�Ã]�>�`�«���>V�iÃ����Ü��>Ã�Ì�i�->��
�Õ>���Ã�>�`Ã°�/�iÃi��Ã�>�`Ã�v�À��>��
Õ��>ÌV�i`��>�`ÃV>«i��v�V��ÌÀ>ÃÌÃ]�
Ü�iÀi�v�ÀiÃÌÃ�Ãii��Ì��Ã«À��}�vÀ���
}À>Þ�À�V��>�`�`�ÃÌ>�Ì]�Ã��Ü�V>««i`�
«i>�Ã�«À�Û�`i�Ì�i�L>V�`À�«�v�À�Ã>�`Þ�
Li>V�iÃ°� Õ�iÀ�ÕÃ�Ü��`��vi�Ã«iV�iÃ�V>��
Li�v�Õ�`��iÀi]�Ì�À�Û��}����Ì�i�`�ÛiÀÃi�
�>L�Ì>ÌÃ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌi`�LÞ�Ì�i��Ã�>�`Ã°�
/�i�«ÀiÃi�Vi��v�>ÀV�i���}�V>��Ã�ÌiÃ]�
��ÃÌ�À�V���}�Ì��ÕÃiÃ]�>�`�>�viÜ�Ì�}�Ì����Ì�
V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�ÌiÃÌ�wiÃ�Ì�>Ì��Õ�>�Ã��>Ûi�
�>Û�}>Ìi`�Ì��Ã�ÀÕ}}i`��>�`ÃV>«i�v�À�
Ì��ÕÃ>�`Ã��v�Þi>ÀÃ°»

2

ICONIC NATIONAL
TREASURES IN WASHINGTON

/�iÃi�«�>ViÃ�ÜiÀi�wÀÃÌ�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�>Ã��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ°

https://www.nps.gov/olym/index.htm
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/151
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/151
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/151
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/national-monuments/oregon-washington/san-juan-islands
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-8947-establishment-the-san-juan-islands-national-monument


NATIONAL TREASURES IN WASHINGTON
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/�iÃi�«�>ViÃ�ÜiÀi�wÀÃÌ�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�>Ã��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ°

I-��Vi�Ì��Ã�«�>Vi½Ã����Ì�>��`iÃ�}�>Ì���]�Ì��Ã���V>Ì���½Ã��>�>}i�i�Ì�>�`É�À��>�i��>Ã�Lii��Õ«`>Ìi`°�
-ii�`iÌ>��Ã����Ì�i��iÝÌ�«>}i°
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MONUMENT DESIGNATION 
DATE

PRESIDENT ACRES MANAGEMENT AGENCY UPDATES

1 Olympic National Monument March 2, 1909 President T. Roosevelt 610,650 National Park Service On June 29, 1938, it was designated Olympic National Park.

2 Hanford Reach National Monument June 9, 2000 President Clinton 195,000 Fish and Wildlife Service

3 Minidoka Internment National Monument (Idaho/Washington) Jan 17, 2001 President Clinton 72 National Park Service Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial, which 
JQPQTU�VJG�ƂTUV�,CRCPGUG�#OGTKECPU�HQTEGF�HTQO�VJGKT�JQOGU�KP�������
is part of Minidoka National HIstoric Site in Idaho.

� San Juan Islands National Monument March 25, 2013 President Obama 1,000 Bureau of Land Management

*��Ì��LÞ�	��

https://www.nps.gov/olym/learn/historyculture/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/olym/hrs/appa.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/olym/hrs/appa.htm
https://www.nps.gov/olym/learn/historyculture/timeline-of-human-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/olym/index.htm
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/hanford_reach/
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7319-establishment-the-hanford-reach-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/FullMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7395-establishment-the-minidoka-internment-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/FullMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/miin/learn/historyculture/bainbridge-island-japanese-american-exclusion-memorial.htm
http://npshistory.com/publications/miin/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/national-monuments/oregon-washington/san-juan-islands&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1649060868217099&usg=AOvVaw2Qv1iMwlpHIwH522lbOXOd
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-8947-establishment-the-san-juan-islands-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/orwa_sanjuan_factsheet.pdf

