
NATIONAL MONUMENTS
A Critical Tool for Conservation

THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

In 1906, Congress passed the Antiquities Act, which 
created the wÀÃÌ��>Ì���>����ÃÌ�À�V�«ÀiÃiÀÛ>Ì����«���VÞ 
for the United States and ensured that the president 
can `iÃ�}�>Ìi��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ Ì��«À�ÌiVÌ��>ÌÕÀ>�]�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>�]�>�`���ÃÌ�À�V�Ã�ÌiÃ]�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�Ü>ÌiÀÃ�>�`��>�`Ã�
�v�}Ài>Ì�ÃV�i�Ì�wV�Û>�Õi°
 

Since the act was passed, 18 presidents - nine 
Democratic and nine Republican����>Ûi�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�

or expanded £xn��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�>VÀ�ÃÃ�Ì�i�
V�Õ�ÌÀÞ°�*ÀiÃ�`i�ÌÃ��>Ûi�iÝiÀV�Ãi`�Ì�i�À�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Õ�`iÀ�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��>�Þ��V���V����Õ�i�ÌÃ�

��V�Õ`��}�Ì�i -Ì>ÌÕi��v���LiÀÌÞ, Bears Ears, �À>�`�
>�Þ��, 
Giant Sequoia, Muir Woods, Great Sand Dunes, 
����iÞ�,�V�, 

>���}��Ì�iÀÃ°� 

CONSERVING AND PROTECTING AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

 >Ì���>��«ÕL��V��>�`Ã�>Ài�>����Ìi}À>��«>ÀÌ��v�Ì�i�v>LÀ�V��v�7iÃÌiÀ����Õ�Ì>���
V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>�`�>��>��À�`À�ÛiÀ��v�Ì�i�À���V>��iV�����iÃ°�In 2020 in Utah, the outdoor 
ÀiVÀi>Ì����iV����Þ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌi`�È£]n�ä���LÃ]�fÓ°Ç�L����������Ü>}iÃ�>�`�Ã>�>À�iÃ]�>�`�
Ü>Ã�Ó°x¯��v�Ì�i�ÃÌ>Ìi½Ã���*°�*À�ÌiVÌi`�«�>ViÃ�>Ài���Ài�Û�Ì>��Ì���ÕÀ��i>�Ì��>�`�Üi���
Li��}�Ì�>��iÛiÀ�iÛi��>Ã�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>Ài�}À>««���}�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�V��ÃiµÕi�ViÃ��v�ÀiV�À`�
LÀi>���}�Û�Ã�Ì>Ì����>�`�Ì�i���«>VÌÃ��v�V���>Ìi�V�>�}i°
 
/�i�	�`i��>`����ÃÌÀ>Ì����V>��>V��iÛi��ÌÃ�}�>���v�«À�ÌiVÌ��}���Ài��>ÌÕÀi�LÞ�ÕÃ��}�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��iÜ��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ°�
���Õ��ÌÞ��i`�Ã��ÕÌ���Ã]�
���i���V>��Þ��i`��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�Ì�ivv�ÀÌÃ]�V>��«À�ÌiVÌ�>ÀV�i���}�V>�]���ÃÌ�À�V>�]�>�`�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>��ÀiÃ�ÕÀViÃÆ�i�ÃÕÀi���Ài�iµÕ�Ì>L�i�>VViÃÃ�Ì���>ÌÕÀiÆ�>``ÀiÃÃ�Ì�i�V���>Ìi�VÀ�Ã�ÃÆ�
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«ÀiÃi�Ì����ÕÃÌ�ViÃ°�7�Ì��>��iÛi��Þ�Ã«��Ì�-i�>Ìi]�
��}ÀiÃÃ��Ã�Õ����i�Þ�Ì����Ûi�����ÌÃ��Ü��
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�ÌÃ�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Ì��V��ÃiÀÛi�Û�Ì>��«�>ViÃ�v�À��ÕÀ�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ°

UTAH
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https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/antact.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/home/?cid=stelprdb5394941
https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sanjuan/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5390324
https://outdoorindustry.org/state/utah/


Timpanogos Cave National 
Monument
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Bears Ears National Monument 

The «À�V�>�>Ì����ÃÌ>ÌiÃ]�º��À��Õ�`Ài`Ã��v�}i�iÀ>Ì���Ã]�
�>Ì�Ûi�«i�«�iÃ���Ûi`����Ì�i�ÃÕÀÀ�Õ�`��}�`ii«�Ã>�`ÃÌ��i�
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À�V��>ÀÌ]�>�V�i�Ì�V��vv�`Üi����}Ã]�ViÀi����>��Ã�ÌiÃ]�>�`�
V�Õ�Ì�iÃÃ��Ì�iÀ�>ÀÌ�v>VÌÃ�«À�Û�`i�>��iÝÌÀ>�À`��>ÀÞ�
>ÀV�>i���}�V>��>�`�VÕ�ÌÕÀ>��ÀiV�À`�Ì�>Ì��Ã���«�ÀÌ>�Ì�Ì��
ÕÃ�>��]�LÕÌ���ÃÌ���Ì>L�Þ�Ì�i��>�`��Ã�«À�v�Õ�`�Þ�Ã>VÀi`�
Ì���>�Þ� >Ì�Ûi�Ƃ�iÀ�V>��ÌÀ�LiÃ]���V�Õ`��}�Ì�i�1Ìi�
��Õ�Ì>���1Ìi�/À�Li]� >Û>��� >Ì���]�1Ìi���`�>��/À�Li��v�
Ì�i�1��Ì>��"ÕÀ>Þ]���«�� >Ì���]�>�`�<Õ���/À�Li°»
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ICONIC NATIONAL TREASURES IN UTAH
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Natural Bridges National 
Monument
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Bernard Spragg

/���*iÌiÀÃ��

https://www.nps.gov/tica/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tica/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tica/learn/education/upload/Timpanogos-Cave-History-Worksheet.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/bears-ears-national-monument
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/12/28/proclamation-establishment-bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
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MONUMENT DESIGNATION 
DATE

PRESIDENT ACRES MANAGEMENT AGENCY UPDATES

1 Natural Bridges National Monument April 16, 1908 President T. Roosevelt 120 National Park Service

2 Mukuntuweap National Monument Jul 31, 1909 President Taft 15,840 National Park Service On Nov. 11, 1919, it was designated Zion National Park.

3 Zion National Monument Jan. 22, 1937 President Taft 49,150 National Park Service Incorporated into Zion National Park on July 11, 1956.

4 Rainbow Bridge National Monument May 30, 1910 President Taft 160 National Park Service

5 Dinosaur National Monument (Colorado/Utah) Oct 4, 1915 President Wilson 80 National Park Service

6 Timpanogos Cave National Monument Oct 14, 1922 President Harding 250 National Park Service

7 Hovenweep National Monument (Colorado/Utah) March 2, 1923 President Harding 285 National Park Service

8 Bryce Canyon National Monument June 8, 1923 President Harding 7,440 National Park Service Redesignated Bryce National Park on Feb. 25, 1928.

9 Arches National Monument April 12, 1929 President Hoover 4,520 National Park Service Redesignated Arches National Park on Nov. 12, 1971.

10 Cedar Breaks National Monument Aug 22, 1933 President F.D. 
Roosevelt

5,701 National Park Service

11 Capitol Reef National Monument Aug 2, 1937 President F.D. 
Roosevelt

37,060 National Park Service Redesignated Capitol Reef National Park on Dec 18, 1971.

12 Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Sep 18, 1996 President Clinton 1.7 million Bureau of Land Management Boundaries reduced by President Trump on December 4, 2017. Protections 
restored by President Biden on October 8, 2021. 

13 Bears Ears National Monument Dec 28, 2016 President Obama 1.36 million Bureau of Land Management 
and U.S. Forest Service

Boundaries reduced by President Trump on December 4, 2017. Protections 
restored by President Biden on October 8, 2021. 

https://www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nabr/learn/management/presidential-proclamation-804.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/profileMukuntuweap.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-882-establishing-the-gran-quivira-national-monument-new-mexico
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/zion/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/rabr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/rabr/adhi/adhi4.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/dino/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tica/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hove/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-bryce-canyon-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/brca/learn/historyculture/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-bryce-canyon-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/brca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/brca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/arch-timeline.htm
https://www.nps.gov/arch/learn/management/presidential-proclamation-1875.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/arch/learn/management/public-law-92-155.htm
https://www.nps.gov/arch/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cebr/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-2054-cedar-breaks-national-monument-utah
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/care/learn/historyculture/park-founders.htm
https://www.nps.gov/care/learn/management/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-85/pdf/STATUTE-85-Pg739.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/care/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/grand-staircase-escalante-national-monument
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-6920-establishment-the-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/DCPD-201700880
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/10/08/a-proclamation-on-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monument/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/10/08/a-proclamation-on-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monument/
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-9558-establishment-the-bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/DCPD-201700880
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/10/08/a-proclamation-on-bears-ears-national-monument/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/10/08/a-proclamation-on-bears-ears-national-monument/

