
NATIONAL MONUMENTS
A Critical Tool for Conservation
THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

In 1906, Congress passed the Antiquities Act, which 
created the wÀÃÌ��>Ì���>����ÃÌ�À�V�«ÀiÃiÀÛ>Ì����«���VÞ 
for the United States and ensured that the president 
can `iÃ�}�>Ìi��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ Ì��«À�ÌiVÌ��>ÌÕÀ>�]�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>�]�>�`���ÃÌ�À�V�Ã�ÌiÃ]�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�Ü>ÌiÀÃ�>�`��>�`Ã�
�v�}Ài>Ì�ÃV�i�Ì�wV�Û>�Õi°
 
Since the act was passed, 18 presidents - nine 

Democratic and nine Republican����>Ûi�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�
or expanded £xn��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�>VÀ�ÃÃ�Ì�i�
V�Õ�ÌÀÞ°�*ÀiÃ�`i�ÌÃ��>Ûi�iÝiÀV�Ãi`�Ì�i�À�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Õ�`iÀ�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��>�Þ��V���V����Õ�i�ÌÃ�

��V�Õ`��}�Ì�i -Ì>ÌÕi��v���LiÀÌÞ, Bears Ears, �À>�`�
>�Þ��, 
Giant Sequoia, Muir Woods, Great Sand Dunes, 
����iÞ�,�V�, 

>���}��Ì�iÀÃ°� 

CONSERVING AND PROTECTING AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

 >Ì���>��«ÕL��V��>�`Ã�>Ài�>����Ìi}À>��«>ÀÌ��v�Ì�i�v>LÀ�V��v�7iÃÌiÀ����Õ�Ì>���
V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>�`�>��>��À�`À�ÛiÀ��v�Ì�i�À���V>��iV�����iÃ°�In 2020 in New Mexico, 
Ì�i��ÕÌ`��À�ÀiVÀi>Ì����iV����Þ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌi`�Óx]�£È���LÃ]�f£°£�L����������Ü>}iÃ�>�`�
Ã>�>À�iÃ]�>�`�Ü>Ã�£°�¯��v�Ì�i�ÃÌ>Ìi½Ã���*°�*À�ÌiVÌi`�«�>ViÃ�>Ài���Ài�Û�Ì>��Ì���ÕÀ��i>�Ì��
>�`�Üi���Li��}�Ì�>��iÛiÀ�iÛi��>Ã�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>Ài�}À>««���}�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�V��ÃiµÕi�ViÃ�
�v�ÀiV�À`�LÀi>���}�Û�Ã�Ì>Ì����>�`�Ì�i���«>VÌÃ��v�V���>Ìi�V�>�}i°
 
/�i�	�`i��>`����ÃÌÀ>Ì����V>��>V��iÛi��ÌÃ�}�>���v�«À�ÌiVÌ��}���Ài��>ÌÕÀi�LÞ�ÕÃ��}�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��iÜ��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ°�
���Õ��ÌÞ��i`�Ã��ÕÌ���Ã]�
���i���V>��Þ��i`��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�Ì�ivv�ÀÌÃ]�V>��«À�ÌiVÌ�>ÀV�i���}�V>�]���ÃÌ�À�V>�]�>�`�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>��ÀiÃ�ÕÀViÃÆ�i�ÃÕÀi���Ài�iµÕ�Ì>L�i�>VViÃÃ�Ì���>ÌÕÀiÆ�>``ÀiÃÃ�Ì�i�V���>Ìi�VÀ�Ã�ÃÆ�
ÀiÃÌ�Ài�Ƃ�iÀ�V>½Ã�L��`�ÛiÀÃ�ÌÞ�>�`�Ü��`��viÆ�>�`�Li}���Ì��ÀiV����Ü�Ì����ÃÌ�À�V�>�`�
«ÀiÃi�Ì����ÕÃÌ�ViÃ°�7�Ì��>��iÛi��Þ�Ã«��Ì�-i�>Ìi]�
��}ÀiÃÃ��Ã�Õ����i�Þ�Ì����Ûi�����ÌÃ��Ü��
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�ÌÃ�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Ì��V��ÃiÀÛi�Û�Ì>��«�>ViÃ�v�À��ÕÀ�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ°
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https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/antact.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/home/?cid=stelprdb5394941
https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sanjuan/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5390324
https://outdoorindustry.org/state/new-mexico/


Chaco Canyon National 
Historic Site

Between AD 850 and 1250,Chaco 

>�Þ���Ü>Ã�>����`�}i��ÕÃ�
V���Õ��Ì�iÃ½��ÕL�Ü�Ì��iÝÌÀ>�À`��>ÀÞ�
«ÕL��V�>ÀV��ÌiVÌÕÀi°�In the high 
��Õ�Ì>���`iÃiÀÌ]�Ì�i�
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White Sands National Park 

/�i����Õ�i�Ì�«À�ÌiVÌÃ�>�«>ÀÌ��v�Ì�i�
Ü�À�`½Ã��>À}iÃÌ�LÀ�}�Ì�Ü��Ìi�}Þ«ÃÕ��
`Õ�i�wi�`�Ì�>Ì�`>ÌiÃ�L>V��Ç]äää�£ä]äää�
Þi>ÀÃ° In 1942, *ÀiÃ�`i�Ì��°�°�,��ÃiÛi�Ì�
Ã�}�i`�>���À`iÀ�VÀi>Ì��}�>��>À}i�����Ì>ÀÞ�
�>�`�«ÀiÃi�Vi�>À�Õ�`�Ì�i����Õ�i�Ì° 
/�i�wÀÃÌ�>Ì���V�L��L�Ü>Ã�ÌiÃÌi`�
at /À���ÌÞ�-�Ìi]�Èä����iÃ���ÀÌ���v�Ì�i�
���Õ�i�Ì°
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ICONIC NATIONAL
TREASURES IN NEW MEXICO

�>À���>�iÌ�>

Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument 

/�i����Õ�i�Ì���V�Õ`iÃ�Ã�Ý�ÃÌÕ����}���Õ�Ì>���À>�}iÃ]�
ÃÌÀ����}�}i���}�V�vi>ÌÕÀiÃ]�>�`�«Ài��ÃÌ�À�V�>ÀÌ�v>VÌÃ�>�`��Ã�
À�V�����iV���}�V>��`�ÛiÀÃ�ÌÞ°�It was designated after decades 
�v�>`Û�V>VÞ�LÞ�>�LÀ�>`�V�>��Ì����Ì�>Ì���V�Õ`i`���V>��
LÕÃ��iÃÃiÃ]�Ã«�ÀÌÃ�i�]�/À�L>��>�`���Ã«>��V��i>`iÀÃ]�v>�Ì��
�i>`iÀÃ]�ÛiÌiÀ>�Ã]�>�`��Ì�iÀÃ�>VÀ�ÃÃ�Ã�ÕÌ�iÀ�� iÜ��iÝ�V�° 	�L�7�V�]�	��

	�L�7�V�]�	��

/�iÃi�«�>ViÃ�ÜiÀi�wÀÃÌ�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�>Ã��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ°

https://www.nps.gov/history/archeology/sites/antiquities/profileChaco.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/archeology/sites/antiquities/profileChaco.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/archeology/sites/antiquities/profileChaco.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/archeology/sites/antiquities/profileChaco.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/15/climate/biden-bans-drilling-chaco-canyon.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/15/climate/biden-bans-drilling-chaco-canyon.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/15/climate/biden-bans-drilling-chaco-canyon.html
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.blm.gov/visit/omdp
https://www.blm.gov/visit/omdp
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/in-the-news/organ-mountains-desert-peaks-is-national-treasure
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/in-the-news/organ-mountains-desert-peaks-is-national-treasure
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/in-the-news/organ-mountains-desert-peaks-is-national-treasure
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/in-the-news/organ-mountains-desert-peaks-is-national-treasure


TREASURED PLACES IN NEW MEXICO
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MONUMENT DESIGNATION 
DATE

PRESIDENT ACRES MANAGEMENT AGENCY UPDATES

1 El Morro National Monument Dec 8, 1906 President T. Roosevelt 160 National Park Service

2 Chaco Canyon National Monument March 11, 1907 President T. Roosevelt 10,643 National Park Service The name was changed to Chaco Culture National Historical Park on Dec 19, 
1980. It was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987. On Aug. 19, 
2013, it was designated as an International Dark Sky Park.

3 Gila Cliff Dwelling National Monument Nov. 16, 1907 President T. Roosevelt 160 Bureau of Land Management

4 Gran Quivira National Monument Nov 1, 1909 President Taft 150 National Park Service The monument was abolished in 1980 and the funds were given to Salinas 
National Monument, which was redesignated Salinas Pueblo Missions National 
Monument on Oct 28, 1988.

5 Bandelier National Monument Feb 11, 1916 President Wilson 23,352 National Park Service

6 Capulin Volcano National Monument Feb 11, 1916 President Wilson 640 National Park Service

7 Aztec Ruin National Monument Jan 24, 1923 President Harding 4.6 National Park Service

8 Carlsbad Cave National Monument Oct 25, 1923 President Coolidge 719 National Park Service On May 14, 1930, it became Carlsbad Caverns National Park. Designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1995.

9 White Sands National Monument Jan 18, 1933 President Hoover 142,987 National Park Service On Dec. 20, 2019, the monument was redesignated as a national park.

10 Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument Jan 17, 2001 President Clinton 4,148 Bureau of Land Management

11 Rio Grande del Norte National Monument March 25, 2013 President Obama 242,555 Bureau of Land Management

12 Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument May 21, 2014 President Obama 496,330 Bureau of Land Management

https://www.nps.gov/elmo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/lee-story-proclamation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/archeology/sites/antiquities/profileChaco.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chcu/learn/upload/Chaco-Brief-History.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chcu/index.htm
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/353/
https://www.nps.gov/chcu/learn/nature/darkskypark.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gicl/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-781-establishment-the-gila-cliff-dwellings-national-monument-new-mexico
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sapu/learn/historyculture/gran-quivira.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-882-establishing-the-gran-quivira-national-monument-new-mexico
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=gran
https://www.nps.gov/band/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-1322-bandelier-national-monument-new-mexico
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cavo/index.htm
https://home.nps.gov/cavo/learn/management/upload/CAVO_Foundation_Document_2014.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cavo/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-1650-establishing-the-aztec-ruin-national-monument-new-mexico
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cavo/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-carlsbad-cave-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cave/learn/historyculture/leg_carlsbad_cavern_np.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cave/learn/historyculture/leg_carlsbad_cavern_np.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/white-sands-national-monument-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/historyculture/short-history-of-white-sands-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/learn/news/nr12212019.htm
https://www.blm.gov/visit/kktr
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7394-establishment-the-kasha-katuwe-tent-rocks-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.blm.gov/visit/kktr
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-8946-establishment-the-rio-grande-del-norte-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.blm.gov/visit/omdp
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-9131-establishment-the-organ-mountains-desert-peaks-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm

