
NATIONAL MONUMENTS
A Critical Tool for Conservation

THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

In 1906, Congress passed the Antiquities Act, which 
created the wÀÃÌ��>Ì���>����ÃÌ�À�V�«ÀiÃiÀÛ>Ì����«���VÞ 
for the United States and ensured that the president 
can `iÃ�}�>Ìi��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ Ì��«À�ÌiVÌ��>ÌÕÀ>�]�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>�]�>�`���ÃÌ�À�V�Ã�ÌiÃ]�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�Ü>ÌiÀÃ�>�`��>�`Ã�
�v�}Ài>Ì�ÃV�i�Ì�wV�Û>�Õi°
 
Since the act was passed, 18 presidents - nine 

Democratic and nine Republican����>Ûi�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�
or expanded £xn��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�>VÀ�ÃÃ�Ì�i�
V�Õ�ÌÀÞ°�*ÀiÃ�`i�ÌÃ��>Ûi�iÝiÀV�Ãi`�Ì�i�À�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Õ�`iÀ�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��>�Þ��V���V����Õ�i�ÌÃ�

��V�Õ`��}�Ì�i -Ì>ÌÕi��v���LiÀÌÞ, Bears Ears, �À>�`�
>�Þ��, 
Giant Sequoia, Muir Woods, Great Sand Dunes, 
����iÞ�,�V�, 

>���}��Ì�iÀÃ°� 

CONSERVING AND PROTECTING AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

 >Ì���>��«ÕL��V��>�`Ã�>Ài�>����Ìi}À>��«>ÀÌ��v�Ì�i�v>LÀ�V��v�7iÃÌiÀ����Õ�Ì>���
V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>�`�>��>��À�`À�ÛiÀ��v�Ì�i�À���V>��iV�����iÃ°�In 2020 in Montana, the 
�ÕÌ`��À�ÀiVÀi>Ì����iV����Þ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌi`�ÓÈ]£È����LÃ]�f£°£�L����������Ü>}iÃ�>�`�Ã>�>À�iÃ]�
>�`�Ü>Ã�{°Î¯��v�Ì�i�ÃÌ>Ìi½Ã���*°�*À�ÌiVÌi`�«�>ViÃ�>Ài���Ài�Û�Ì>��Ì���ÕÀ��i>�Ì��>�`�
Üi���Li��}�Ì�>��iÛiÀ�iÛi��>Ã�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ�>Ài�}À>««���}�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�V��ÃiµÕi�ViÃ��v�
ÀiV�À`�LÀi>���}�Û�Ã�Ì>Ì����>�`�Ì�i���«>VÌÃ��v�V���>Ìi�V�>�}i°
 
/�i�	�`i��>`����ÃÌÀ>Ì����V>��>V��iÛi��ÌÃ�}�>���v�«À�ÌiVÌ��}���Ài��>ÌÕÀi�LÞ�ÕÃ��}�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��iÜ��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ°�
���Õ��ÌÞ��i`�Ã��ÕÌ���Ã]�
���i���V>��Þ��i`��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�Ì�ivv�ÀÌÃ]�V>��«À�ÌiVÌ�>ÀV�i���}�V>�]���ÃÌ�À�V>�]�>�`�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>��ÀiÃ�ÕÀViÃÆ�i�ÃÕÀi���Ài�iµÕ�Ì>L�i�>VViÃÃ�Ì���>ÌÕÀiÆ�>``ÀiÃÃ�Ì�i�V���>Ìi�VÀ�Ã�ÃÆ�
ÀiÃÌ�Ài�Ƃ�iÀ�V>½Ã�L��`�ÛiÀÃ�ÌÞ�>�`�Ü��`��viÆ�>�`�Li}���Ì��ÀiV����Ü�Ì����ÃÌ�À�V�>�`�
«ÀiÃi�Ì����ÕÃÌ�ViÃ°�7�Ì��>��iÛi��Þ�Ã«��Ì�-i�>Ìi]�
��}ÀiÃÃ��Ã�Õ����i�Þ�Ì����Ûi�����ÌÃ��Ü��
Ì��«À�ÌiVÌ�«ÕL��V��>�`Ã�Ã��Üi�>Ài�V�Õ�Ì��}����Ì�i�>`����ÃÌÀ>Ì����Ì����Ûi�ÃÜ�vÌ�Þ�Ì��ÕÃi�
�ÌÃ�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Ì��V��ÃiÀÛi�Û�Ì>��«�>ViÃ�v�À��ÕÀ�V���Õ��Ì�iÃ°
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,�ÛiÀ�«��Ì��LÞ������/�``Æ�
>ÛiÀ��«��Ì��LÞ�Ƃ��ƂÀ�Õ�`/�i7iÃÌ

https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/antact.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/home/?cid=stelprdb5394941
https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sanjuan/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5390324
https://outdoorindustry.org/state/montana/


Big Hole National
$CVVNGƂGNF

/�i����Õ�i�Ì��Ã�Ì�i���V>Ì�����v�Ì�i�
ƂÕ}°��]�£nÇÇ]�1°-°�ÃÕÀ«À�Ãi�����Ì>ÀÞ�
>ÌÌ>V�����>�Ã�ii«��}�V>�«��v�Ì�i� iâ�
Perce�V>ÕÃ��}��ä�Ì��`�i�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�Ì�i�
`i>Ì�Ã��v�Î£�Ã��`�iÀÃ�>�`�Û��Õ�ÌiiÀÃ°

Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument 

/�i����Õ�i�Ì�V��Ã�ÃÌÃ��v�>�ÛiÀÞ�
ÀÕ}}i`��>�`ÃV>«i]�Ü��V��ÃiÀÛi`�>Ã�
Ì�i����i�>�`�v�À��>�Þ���`�}i��ÕÃ�
V���Õ��Ì�iÃ°�In 1805, the Lewis and 

�>À��iÝ«i`�Ì����ÌÀ>Ûi�i`�Ì�i���ÃÃ�ÕÀ��
,�ÛiÀ����Ì�i�À�i«�V�>`Ûi�ÌÕÀi°�Much of 
Ì�i����Õ�i�Ì�Ài�>��Ã�>Ã��Ì�Ü>Ã�Óää�
Þi>ÀÃ�>}�°
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ICONIC NATIONAL
TREASURES IN MONTANA

	�L�7�V�]�	��

�>Ã«iÀ`�

/�iÃi�«�>ViÃ�ÜiÀi�wÀÃÌ�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�>Ã��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ°

https://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/montana-dakotas/upper-missouri-river-breaks
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/montana-dakotas/upper-missouri-river-breaks
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/montana-dakotas/upper-missouri-river-breaks


NATIONAL TREASURES IN MONTANA
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Ann Boucher, BLM ,�}iÀ�*iÌiÀÃ�� 	�L�7�V�]�	����Õ}�<Ü�V�

/�iÃi�«�>ViÃ�ÜiÀi�wÀÃÌ�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�>Ã��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ°
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-ii�`iÌ>��Ã����Ì�i��iÝÌ�«>}i°
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MONUMENT DESIGNATION 
DATE

PRESIDENT ACRES MANAGEMENT AGENCY UPDATES

1 Lewis and Clark Cavern National Monument May 11, 1908 President T. Roosevelt 160 Abolished on Aug. 24, 1937 when the property was transferred to the state of 
Montana CPF�DGECOG�KVU�ƂTUV�state park.

2 	�}����i�	>ÌÌ�iwi�`����Õ�i�Ì June 23, 1910 President Taft 5 National Park Service The park name was changed�VQ�$KI�*QNG�0CVKQPCN�$CVVNGƂGNF�QP�/C[���������

3 Pompeys Pillar National Monument Jan. 17, 2001 President Clinton 51 Bureau of Land Management

4 Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument Jan. 17, 2001 President Clinton 377,000 Bureau of Land Management

*��Ì��LÞ�	�L�7�V�]�	��

https://www.nps.gov/lewi/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/lee-story-proclamation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/FullMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/abolished-national-monuments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/formerparks.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/formerparks.htm
https://fwp.mt.gov/stateparks/lewis-and-clark-caverns
https://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/biho/adhi/appa.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/FullMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/biho/learn/news/presskit.htm
https://www.nps.gov/places/pompeys-pillar-mt.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7396-establishment-the-pompeys-pillar-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/montana-dakotas/pompeys-pillar
https://www.blm.gov/visit/upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7398-establishment-the-upper-missouri-river-breaks-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/FullMap.htm

