
NATIONAL MONUMENTS
A Critical Tool for Conservation
THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

In 1906, Congress passed the Antiquities Act, which 
created the wÀÃÌ��>Ì���>����ÃÌ�À�V�«ÀiÃiÀÛ>Ì����«���VÞ 
for the United States and ensured that the president 
can `iÃ�}�>Ìi��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ Ì��«À�ÌiVÌ��>ÌÕÀ>�]�
VÕ�ÌÕÀ>�]�>�`���ÃÌ�À�V�Ã�ÌiÃ]�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�Ü>ÌiÀÃ�>�`��>�`Ã�
�v�}Ài>Ì�ÃV�i�Ì�wV�Û>�Õi°
 

Since the act was passed, 18 presidents - nine 
Democratic and nine Republican����>Ûi�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�

or expanded £xn��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�>VÀ�ÃÃ�Ì�i�
V�Õ�ÌÀÞ°�*ÀiÃ�`i�ÌÃ��>Ûi�iÝiÀV�Ãi`�Ì�i�À�>ÕÌ��À�ÌÞ�Õ�`iÀ�
Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi��>�Þ��V���V����Õ�i�ÌÃ�

��V�Õ`��}�Ì�i -Ì>ÌÕi��v���LiÀÌÞ, Bears Ears, �À>�`�
>�Þ��, 
Giant Sequoia, Muir Woods, Great Sand Dunes, 
����iÞ�,�V�, 

>���}��Ì�iÀÃ°� 

CONSERVING AND PROTECTING AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
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���À>`�, the 
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>�Þ����v�Ì�i�Ƃ�V�i�ÌÃ� ��«��Ì��LÞ��À>i�i�
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https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/antact.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/home/?cid=stelprdb5394941
https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sanjuan/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5390324
https://outdoorindustry.org/state/colorado/


Great Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve

/�i��Ài>Ì�->�`��Õ�iÃ��À�}��>Ìi`�vÀ���
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Chimney Rock National 
Monument

/�i�Ã�Ìi����`Ã�}Ài>Ì���«�ÀÌ>�Vi�Ì��
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���À>`� and neighboring states and 
Ì�i�>Ài>���ÃÌÃ���Ài�Ì�>��££n����Ü��
>ÀV�>i���}�V>��Ã�ÌiÃ°��Ì��Ã����i�Ì��Ì�i�
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ICONIC NATIONAL
TREASURES IN COLORADO
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Sarah Whitson

/�iÃi�«�>ViÃ�ÜiÀi�wÀÃÌ�`iÃ�}�>Ìi`�>Ã��>Ì���>�����Õ�i�ÌÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì�µÕ�Ì�iÃ�ƂVÌ°

https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/grsa/learn/nature/sanddunes.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grsa/learn/nature/sanddunes.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/destination/chimney-rock-national-monument
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/destination/chimney-rock-national-monument
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/destination/chimney-rock-national-monument
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/destination/chimney-rock-national-monument
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/destination/chimney-rock-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/im/ncpn/bpd-blca.htm
https://www.nps.gov/im/ncpn/bpd-blca.htm
https://www.nps.gov/im/ncpn/bpd-blca.htm
https://www.nps.gov/im/ncpn/bpd-blca.htm


NATIONAL TREASUERS IN COLORADO 
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MONUMENT DESIGNATION 
DATE

PRESIDENT ACRES MANAGEMENT AGENCY UPDATES

1 Wheeler Geologic Area Dec. 7, 1908 President T. Roosevelt 300 National Park Service Abolished on Aug 3, 1950, and the area became part of the Rio Grande 
National Forest. On Aug. 13, 1993, it was Included in the La Garita Wilderness 
Area. Managed by U.S. Forest Service.

2 Colorado National Monument May 24, 1911 President Taft 13,466 National Park Service

3 Dinosaur National Monument (Colorado/Utah) Oct. 4, 1915 President Wilson 80 National Park Service

4 Yucca House National Monument March 2, 1923 President Harding 9.6 National Park Service

5 Hovenweep National Monument (Colorado/Utah) March 2, 1923 President Harding 285 National Park Service

6 Holy Cross National Monument May 11, 1929 President Hoover 1382 National Park Service Abolished in 1950

7 Great Sand Dunes National Monument March 17, 1932 President Hoover 35,528 National Park Service Redesignated a national park and preserve on Nov. 22, 2000.

8 Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument March 2, 1933 President Hoover 10,287 National Park Service Redesignated a national park on October 21, 1999.

9 Canyons of the Ancients National Monument June 9, 2000 President Clinton 164,000 Bureau of Land Management

10 Chimney Rock National Monument Sept. 21, 2012 President Obama 4,726 U.S. Forest Service

11 Browns Canyon National Monument Feb. 18, 2015 President Obama 21,589 U.S. Forest Service & Bureau of 
Land Management
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/riogrande/recarea/?recid=29264
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/pubs/egrams/0812.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.southfork.org/wheeler-geological-area
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/riogrande/recarea/?recid=29264
https://www.nps.gov/colm/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/colm/learn/management/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/dino/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/dino/learn/management/statistics.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yuho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yuho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hove/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hove/learn/historyculture/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/lee-story-proclamation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/p/ppotpus/4731703.PROC.001/211
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grsa/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/im/ncpn/bpd-blca.htmhttps://www.nps.gov/im/ncpn/bpd-blca.htmhttps://www.nps.gov/im/ncpn/bpd-blca.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.congress.gov/106/plaws/publ76/PLAW-106publ76.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/blca/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/colorado/canyons-of-the-ancients
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7317-establishment-the-canyons-the-ancients-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/destination/chimney-rock-national-monument
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-8868-establishment-the-chimney-rock-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/colorado/browns-canyon
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-9232-establishment-the-browns-canyon-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/colorado/browns-canyon

