
NATIONAL MONUMENTS
A Critical Tool for Conservation
THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

In 1906, Congress passed the Antiquities Act, which 
created the wÀÃÌ��>Ì���>����ÃÌ�À�V�«ÀiÃiÀÛ>Ì����«���VÞ 
for the United States and ensured that the president 
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Since the act was passed, 18 presidents - nine 
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CONSERVING AND PROTECTING AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
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outdoor recreation economy supported 95,183 jobs, paid $2.1 billion in wages and 
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https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/antact.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/american-antiquities-act-of-1906.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-monument-facts-and-figures.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/home/?cid=stelprdb5394941
https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sanjuan/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5390324
https://outdoorindustry.org/state/arizona/


Grand Canyon National Park
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Saguaro National Park 
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https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/theodore-roosevelt-makes-grand-canyon-a-national-monument
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/75/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/75/
https://www.darksky.org/our-work/conservation/idsp/parks/grandcanyon/
https://www.darksky.org/our-work/conservation/idsp/parks/grandcanyon/
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/snp-history.htm
http://www.tonation-nsn.gov/
http://www.tonation-nsn.gov/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/parks-monuments/saguaro-national-park/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/parks-monuments/saguaro-national-park/


TREASURED PLACES IN ARIZONA
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MONUMENT DESIGNATION 
DATE

PRESIDENT ACRES MANAGEMENT AGENCY UPDATES

1 Montezuma Castle National Monument Dec. 8, 1906 President T. Roosevelt 160 National Park Service

2 *iÌÀ�wi`� >Ì���>�����Õ�i�Ì Dec. 8, 1906 President T. Roosevelt 60,776 National Park Service Redesignated a national park on March 28, 1958.

3 Tonto National Monument Dec. 19, 1907 President T. Roosevelt 640 National Park Service

4 Grand Canyon National Monument 
(the original GCNM)

Jan. 11, 1908 President T. Roosevelt 808,120 National Park Service Redesignated as a national park when President Woodrow Wilson signed the Grand 
Canyon National Park Act on Feb. 26, 1919.

Grand Canyon National Monument (the portion of 
the canyon which continues down the Colorado River 
below Grand Canyon National Park) 

Dec. 22, 1932 President Hoover 273,145 National Park Service Redesignated as a national park on Jan 3, 1975.

Marble Canyon National Monument 
(northern continuation of Grand Canyon)

Jan. 20, 1969 President Johnson 32,546 National Park Service Incorporated into Grand Canyon National Park on Jan. 3, 1975.

5 Tumacacori National Monument Sept. 15, 1908 President T. Roosevelt 10 National Park Service

6 Navajo National Monument March 20, 1909 President Taft 360 National Park Service

7 Papago Saguaro National Monument Jan. 31, 1914 President Wilson 2,050 National Park Service April 7, 1930, the land was transferred to the state of Arizona. Today it’s Papago Park 
– a municipal park of Phoenix and Tempe.

8 Walnut Canyon National Monument Nov. 30, 1915 President Wilson 960 National Park Service

9 Casa Grande Ruins National Monument Aug. 3, 1918 President Wilson 480 National Park Service

10 Pipe Spring National Monument May 31, 1923 President Harding 40 National Park Service

11 Chiricahua National Monument April 18, 1924 President Coolidge 3,655 National Park Service

12 Wupatki National Monument Dec. 9, 1924 President Coolidge 2,234 National Park Service

13 Sunset Crater National Monument May 26, 1930 President Hoover 3,040 National Park Service Name changed to Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument on May 26, 1930.

14 Saguaro National Monument March 1, 1933 President Hoover 53,510 National Park Service Redesignated a national park on Oct. 14, 1994. 

15 Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument April 13, 1937 President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt

330,689 National Park Service

16 Tuzigoot National Monument July 25, 1939 President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt

42.67 National Park Service

17 Agua Fria National Monument Jan. 11, 2000 President Clinton 71,100 Bureau of Land Management

18 Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument Jan. 11, 2000 President Clinton 1,014,000 National Park Service and 
Bureau of Land Management

19 Ironwood Forest National Monument June 9, 2000 President Clinton 129,000 Bureau of Land Management

20 Vermillion Cliffs National Monument Nov. 9, 2000 President Clinton 293,000 Bureau of Land Management

21 Sonoran Desert National Monument Jan. 17, 2001 President Clinton 486,000 Bureau of Land Management
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https://www.nps.gov/moca/index.htm
http://Dec.%208,%201906
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
%20https://www.nps.gov/articles/lee-story-proclamation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/planyourvisit/brief-administrative-history.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tont/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-787-establishment-the-tonto-national-monument-arizona
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/theodore-roosevelt-makes-grand-canyon-a-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/grca/learn/management/upload/2020-Park-Profile-508.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/learn/news/2009-02-02_90th.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/learn/news/2009-02-02_90th.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/learn/news/2009-02-02_90th.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/npshistory/righter.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-2022-grand-canyon-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/npshistory/righter.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-3889-establishing-marble-canyon-national-monument-arizona
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/93/s1296
https://www.nps.gov/tuma/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tuma/learn/historyculture/the-new-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nava/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/nava/adhi/adhi2d.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/learn/historyculture/upload/Papago-Saguaro-NM-Brief.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/learn/historyculture/upload/Papago-Saguaro-NM-Brief.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/formerparks.htm
https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/trails/locations/papago-park
https://www.nps.gov/waca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cagr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pisp/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-1663-establishing-the-pipe-spring-national-monument-arizona
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chir/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wupa/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-1721-establishing-the-wupatki-national-monument-arizona
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sucr/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sucr/learn/historyculture/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/learn/historyculture/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orpi/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-2232-organ-pipe-cactus-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tuzi/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/national_monuments.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.blm.gov/visit/agua-fria
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/WCPD-2000-01-17/pdf/WCPD-2000-01-17-Pg41.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/visit/agua-fria
https://www.nps.gov/para/index.htm
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7265-establishment-the-grand-canyon-parashant-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/grand-canyon-parashant-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/ironwood
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7320-establishment-the-ironwood-forest-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/ironwood
https://www.blm.gov/national-conservation-lands/arizona/vermilion-cliffs
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7374-vermilion-cliffs-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm
https://www.blm.gov/visit/sonoran-desert-national-monument
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-7397-establishment-the-sonoran-desert-national-monument
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/UtahMap.htm

