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$60 OFF THESE EARLY SEASON SPECIALS

Expires 11/11/2018

$60 OFF – ULTIMATE RELAXATION MASSAGE
$60 OFF – SENSITIVE SKIN FACIAL

$60 OFF – MANDARIN 50 MIN POLISH & MASSAGE
ALL SPA SERVICES INCLUDE:

2 outdoor mountain view hot tubs 
Sauna - Steam - Fitness Facility

Rainfall Showers - Tranquility Rooms 
Indoor Pool & Hot Tub

Oh Be Dogful Rescue's Dog Santa 
will be joining the Crested Butte 

Chamber's Light Up The Night event!! 
Get your photos taken with dog Santa, 

popcorn snacks for the kids and give 
back to animals in need!

Friday December 7th and Saturday December 8th

ICE TIME: �e Crested Bu�e Parks and Rec ice making crew, led by Pete Curvin, is pu�ing the �nishing 
touches on the Big Mine Ice Arena. �e sheet of �esh ice will o�cially open Monday.  photo by Mark Reaman

Dear Editor and Friends in the 
Gunnison Valley:

Crested Butte has long been 
connected to our neighboring 
North Fork Valley. Whether it’s 
going over Kebler Pass for a 
weekend of wineries and apple 
picking, or greeting the count-
less North Fork Valley farmers at 
Crested Butte’s weekly farmers 
market, our cultures and econo-
mies are linked. This is why 
when Gunnison Energy nomi-
nated parcels in the North Fork 
for oil and gas leasing earlier 
this year, local citizens, advocacy 
groups, the Gunnison County 
Board of County Commission-
ers, Governor Hickenlooper, and 
Senator Bennet sprang to action. 

As a long-time Crested 
Butte resident and current Town 
Council member, I understand 
how public lands visitation 
helps drive our economies. I also 
know the importance of clean 
air, water, and the quiet beauty 
of the North Fork that supports 
Colorado’s largest concentra-
tion of organic farmers. Without 
thoughtful management of our 
public lands and the resources 
impacted by them, the culture 
and economy of these farms may 
suffer. As members of this com-
munity, we deserve to have a 
voice in how our lands are man-
aged—something the Trump 
Administration is unlawfully 
attempting to take away. 

Throughout 2018, as part 
of the Trump Administration’s 
“energy dominance” agenda, 
oil and gas lease sales across 
the west have had signifi-
cantly reduced public comment 
periods, intended to “alleviate 
unnecessary impediments and 
burdens to leasing” for oil and 
gas companies operating on 
public lands. But on September 
21, the voice of the American 
people was rectified when 

Chief U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Ronald E. Bush of the District 
of Idaho ruled it unlawful to 
circumvent the public comment 
requirements outlined in several 
bedrock environmental laws—a 
welcome ruling for those of us 
who depend on and stand up for 
public lands.

Following this ruling, as 
well as letters and protests from 
the North Fork and surround-
ing communities, the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) an-
nounced they would be listening 
to Coloradans by temporarily 
deferring nearly 75,000 acres 
from the pending December 
2018 lease sale. In recognition 
of the illegality of their actions, 
BLM offices across the West 
deferred more than one million 
acres of public lands from the 
quarterly December lease sales. 

This ruling and subsequent 
deferrals is a vindication for 
stewards and advocates of bal-
anced public lands management 
that, under the Trump Admin-
istration, has been dominated 
by oil and gas expansion and 
deregulation of our basic envi-
ronmental safeguards. The court 
agrees: the public deserves to 
have a voice in the management 
of our lands and resources. 

I would like to thank the 
BLM for listening to the con-
cerns of Coloradans and urge 
them to find a permanent solu-
tion for balanced public lands 
management in the North Fork 
Valley and across the West. The 
orchards, farms, clean air, and 
clean water are too special to 
destroy with the unchecked 
expansion of oil and gas devel-
opment. Our economies rely 
on public lands for more than 
just energy development, and 
we must continue to responsi-
bly manage these lands for the 
benefit of our health, wildlife, 

recreation, clean air and water. 
Gunnison Valley will continue to 
support the North Fork and our 
public lands. 

I wrote this in partnership 
with The Mountain Pact—an 
effort to educate, mobilize, 
and empower mountain towns 
with outdoor recreation-based 
economies in the American West 
around federal policy.

 
Thanks for your time,
Will Dujardin

Dujardin on the North Fork oil and gas issue

WERE YOU THE 
JERRY OF THE DAY?

No worries!
We can ease that pain with the deal of the day!

Come to Soma and ask your bud tender what’s right for you.

Locally Owned SOMA Grown

CRESTED BUTTE
423 BELLEVIEW AVENUE

970.349.6640

GUNNISON
500 WEST HIGHWAY 50 #101

970.642.4120

\\  SOMACOLORADO.COM  \\

CRESTED BUTTE GUNNISON

BOTH STORES OPEN DAILY  \\  MUST BE 21+ WITH VALID ID

DAILY SPECIALS 
Munchy Monday 10% off select edibles | Topical Tuesday 10% off all topicals

Wax Wednesday 10% off all wax | Thirsty Thursday 10% off all drinks and tinctures
Freaky Friday 10% off all oil cartridges and oil syringes

Shatterday 10% off all shatter and live resin | Sunday Fun Day $125 ounces of select strains

The Gunnison Arts Center’s Book Talk group meets Septem-
ber through June. December’s book, to be discussed Thursday, 
December 6 at 7 p.m. is Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions 
of a Cuban Boy by Carlos Eire. The book list is compiled from 
members’ input and discussions take place monthly on the first 
Thursday of the month. All lovers of books are welcome to join 
the discussion each month. Contact: gacbooktalk@gmail.com.

http://www.ElevationSpa.com
mailto:gacbooktalk@gmail.com

