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Wildlife & Conservation - 
National Monuments Review

Land Management & Extraction - 
Monument Management Plans (MMP)
 

Long before former Interior Secretary Zinke 
announced his recommendations to shrink 
the Utah national monuments, the Trump 
administration had been eyeing64 the region  
for oil, gas, and mineral development. Even 
as the legality of President Trump’s monu-
ment reductions remain unanswered by the 
courts, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
officials are moving forward with MMPs for 
the newly drawn Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument. The MMPs explore coal 
and other mineral suitability. Several Senators 
are calling this work illegal under provisions 
of appropriations law65.  The hasty move to 
explore minerals in Grand Staircase-Escalante 
again makes it clear the Trump administra-
tion’s propensity toward any federal action 
that benefits extractive industries without due 
consideration of other uses of public lands.

In July 2019, the Trump administration  
released an MMP66 for the remainder of 
Bears Ears National Monument. The MMP 
would allow the clearing of trees, installation 
of utility lines, and increased livestock graz-
ing. The area outside the illegally redrawn  
boundaries of the National Monument is now 
targeted for extraction. President Trump’s un-
lawful 2017 proclamation slashing the monu-
ment diluted the power of the five sovereign 
Tribes by adding a county representative to 
the collaborative management body, as well 
as limiting its authority to just one of the two 
shrunken monument units. This will prove detri-
mental to the Tribe’s ability to protect cultural 
values of the land.

UTAH

The Trump administration’s Monuments Review59  
impacted areas of Utah more than anywhere 
else in the United States. Two large 
national monuments in Utah were the impetus 
for the review - Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument in southern Utah was 
created by President Bill Clinton in 1996; and 
Bears Ears National Monument was created in 
2016 by President Barack Obama after many 
years consulting with Tribes in the area as well 
as conservationists, hunters, ranchers, and Utah 
lawmakers. When former Secretary of Interior 
Zinke announced his recommendations for the 
reduction of Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-
Escalante national monuments, many Americans 
were shocked and outraged. 

President Trump went on to remove protections60  
from 85 percent of the 1.35 million acre Bears 
Ears National Monument and about half of the 
1.88 million acre Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument -- the largest removal of 
public land protections in history. This move has 
been fought in the courts by Tribes, businesses, 
and conservation organizations. It even spurred 
the move61 of the outdoor trade show, Outdoor 
Retailer, from Salt Lake City, Utah where it had 
been for 20 years to Denver, Colorado due to 
Utah’s lawmakers support for the unprecedent-
ed removal of public land protections. 

This unilateral decision by the Trump 
administration was another move to place 
extraction above all other uses of public lands. If 
public input were considered by the administra-
tion, they would have no choice but to keep the 
monuments as they are since 97 percent of pub-
lic comments62 collected by the Interior Depart-
ment supported keeping the monuments intact. 
Utah residents overwhelmingly support63  the 
original Bears Ears designation, as do all Tribes 
in the area. 
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