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U.S. Department of  the Interior 
Bureau of  Land Management 
Secretary Ryan Zinke 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240 

CC:  
Mr. Brian Steed, Deputy Director Programs and Policy, Exercising Authority of  the Director 
Ms. Catherine Cook, Acting Division Chief, Fluid Minerals Division 

April 18, 2018 

Dear Secretary of  the Interior Ryan Zinke, 

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Methane Waste Rule. As elected officials 
in the Intermountain west we represent nearly 400,000 residents and 11 million annual visitors. We are 
writing to strongly urge you to leave the common sense 2016 Methane and Waste Prevention Rule intact, 
and schedule public hearings in states across the West where oil and gas development on public lands takes 
place. Residents and visitors of  Western mountain communities who are intricately linked to public lands 
could benefit from the implementation of  the 2016 Methane Waste Rule. 
  
Oil and gas companies waste $330 million worth of  natural gas each year due to unregulated leaking, 
venting, and flaring of  methane from wells. This waste is equivalent to the climate impacts of  14-coal fired 
power plants and could heat over 1-million homes if  captured and used. Methane waste shortchanges 
taxpayers and our communities by millions of  dollars because royalties aren’t collected from oil and gas 
companies venting and flaring methane. In addition, the public is forced to bear the unnecessary health 
and environmental impacts from the very potent greenhouse gases emitted as methane waste. 
  
Our communities value close access to public lands and clean air for outdoor recreation, tourism, hunting 
and fishing and the many other uses. However, without current safeguards limiting methane emissions 
from oil and gas drilling, the clean air we need to breathe is threatened. This pollution can be captured 
and sold if  the 2016 Methane Waste Prevention Rule were to be implemented. According to the 2017 
State of  the Rockies Conservation In The West Poll, 81 percent of  Westerners support requiring oil and gas 
companies operating on public lands to prevent leaks of  methane gas and reduce the need to burn off  
excess natural gas. 
  
Your actions to dismantle the methane waste rule not only ignore the years of  overwhelming support by 
the public for safeguards limiting methane waste, but your proposed rule flies in the face of  common sense 
natural resource and public lands management. According to BLM’s own analysis, the latest proposal to 
replace the 2016 rule would actually reduce natural gas supply from federal lands and would cost Ameri-
cans more than $1 billion dollars in wasted natural gas and pollution-- this is simply unacceptable. 
  

https://www.edf.org/energy/substantial-loss-natural-gas-public-lands
https://www.edf.org/energy/substantial-loss-natural-gas-public-lands
https://westernlaw.org/sites/default/files/2016StateMethaneWasteReport_0.pdf
https://westernlaw.org/sites/default/files/2016StateMethaneWasteReport_0.pdf
https://www.coloradocollege.edu/other/stateoftherockies/conservationinthewest/2017/2017SORPollReleasePresentation.pdf
https://www.coloradocollege.edu/other/stateoftherockies/conservationinthewest/2017/2017SORPollReleasePresentation.pdf
https://www.coloradocollege.edu/other/stateoftherockies/conservationinthewest/2017/2017SORPollReleasePresentation.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Proposed%2525252520Waste%2525252520Prevention%2525252520Rule%25252525202.12.18.pdf


!
Western mountain communities deserve clean air to breathe and our fair share of  royalties from captured 
methane. Secretary Zinke and the BLM, please listen to our voices as leaders from Western mountain 
communities and implement the common sense 2016 Methane Waste Prevention Rule and schedule nec-
essary public comment hearings in states across the West. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Skadron, Mayor of  the City of  Aspen, Colorado 
Sarah Smith-Hymes, Mayor Pro Tem of  the Town of  Avon, Colorado 
Gary Wilkinson, Mayor of  the Town of  Frisco, Colorado 
Hunter Mortensen, Mayor Pro Tem of  the Town of  Frisco, Colorado 
Deborah Shaner, Council Member of  the Town of  Frisco, Colorado 
Rick Ihnken, Council Member of  the Town of  Frisco, Colorado 
Dan Kibbie, Council Member of  the Town of  Frisco, Colorado 
Corinne, Platt, Mayor of  the Town of  Ophir, Colorado 
John Clark, Mayor of  the Town of  Ridgway, Colorado 
Sean Murphy, Mayor of  the Town of  Telluride, Colorado 
Todd Brown, Mayor Pro Team and Council Member of  the Town of  Telluride, Colorado 
Lars Carlson, Council Member of  the Town of  Telluride, Colorado 
Jessie Rae Arguelles-McConnell, Council Member of  the Town of  Telluride, Colorado 
Geneva Shaunette, Council Member of  the Town of  Telluride, Colorado 
DeLanie Young, Council Member of  the Town of  Telluride, Colorado 
Corey Thompson, Mayor of  the City of  Red Lodge, Montana 
Bryan von Lossberg, Council Member of  the City of  Missoula, Montana 
Nathan Boddie, Council Member of  the City of  Bend, Oregon 
Jackie Biskupski, Mayor of  Salt Lake City, Utah 
Michael Lilliquist,  Council Member of  the City of  Bellingham, Washington 
Sally Ranzau, Mayor of  the Town of  Winthrop, Washington 


