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Partnerships to prosperity
and #TahoeTogether

The Tahoe Prosperity
Center wants the entire
Lake Tahoe region to
thrive, not just one com-
munity or segment of our
economy. We are a triple
bottom line organization
for a reason: in order for
residents and businesses
to thrive, our environment
must be protected, and our
community prioritized.

Our economy, environ-
ment, and community
must all work together to
create a balanced region.
We've seen what out of
balance looks like in the
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wellness, sustainable rec-
reation, and environmen-
tal innovation is one of our
best options for success.
For example, an envi-
ronmentally innovative
industry that would work
well in Lake Tahoe is the
solar industry. With the
city of South Lake Tahoe’s
recent push to get to 100%

get there. Look for a new
regular housing column
in this paper about all the
partnership work happen-
ing in housing.

In addition, as part of a
partnership with AD-
VANCE and Lake Tahoe
Community College, we
created Tahoe Career Con-
nect (tahoecareerconnect.
org) to connect students
and local workers with
higher wage job opportu-
nities and the education
needed to get there. Check
it out if you need a new or
higher paying job.

Public lands are symbols of strength,
serenity; LWCF funding needed

Dave Polivy, Devin
Middlebrook, John
Wentworth
Guest column

In South Lake Tahoe,
Truckee and Mammoth
Lakes, our public lands are
woven into the fabric of
life. These lands are sym-
bols of our strength and
keepers of serenity in these
turbulent times.

As we've seen locally,
our parks and public lands
are a beloved resource and

one that is essential for our
collective recovery. If we
want our parks and public
lands to be there for us for
the long haul we need to
invest in them now. Full,
permanent funding for the
Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund is needed to cre-
ate more access points on
existing public lands, and
build more close-to-home
parks and trails across the
country.

Thankfully, the U.S. Sen-
ate just passed the Great

American Outdoors Act
with an overwhelmingly
bipartisan vote of 73 to 25.
This economic recovery
bill will fully and per-
manently fund the Land
and Water Conservation
Fund. It will also provide
much needed funding for
the crippling $12 billion
deferred maintenance
backlog at our national
parks — something that
is critical to the continued
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protection and preservation
of our treasured natural and
cultural resources.

These deferred main-
tenance projects will help
ensure a better national
park experience for thou-
sands of visitors each year
by repairing outdated ed-
ucational and interpr etive
facilities, upgrading trails
and campgrounds, repairing
restrooms, and addressing
park utility systems and
maintenance buildings.

In this time of pub-
lic health emergency, we
thank Senators Harris and
Feinstein for investing in
our parks, public lands, and
outdoor recreation in recog-
nition of their importance
to our economy, and to our
communities’ wellbeing,
through full funding of the
Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund.

We now need the House
of Representatives to quick-
ly take up the Great Amer-
ican Outdoors Act. In the
weeks and months to come,
our nation’s parks, trails,
and outdoor spaces will
be integral to our nation’s
coping and recovery. Great
parks and green spaces
make stronger, healthier
communities. Everyone de-
serves access to the outdoors
and the countless benefits
parks provide. America’s
public lands bring us peace
of mind and generate eco-
nomic revenue — both will
be critically needed to re-
cover from the impact of the
COVID-19 outbreak.

Our national, state and
local parks, trails and public
lands are a critical economic
driver for communities big
and small, urban and rural,
across the state. Across the
nation, the travel and tour-

taking a hit in the current
crisis. Investing now in full
funding for LWCF can help
with a strong long-term re-
covery for gateway commu-
nities and states that rely on
visitors to public lands.

California’s outdoor rec-
reation economy supports
almost $92 billion in con-
sumer spending and $30.4
billion in wages and salaries,
and serves as the lifeblood
for countless communities
across California. Every dol-
lar spent on LWCEF returns
$4in economic value from
natural resource goods and
services alone, over and
above the economic benefit
of the outdoor recreation
economy and tourism.

These projects don’t just
build community in our
state, they bolster the econ-
omy as well. In California,
LWCEF invested almost
$2.5 billion alone. It has
contributed to community
projects like the Truckee
River Regional Park, El
Dorado Campground (also
known as Campground by
the Lake) and Bijou Park.
The program is truly a win-
win for voters and our land
alike.

Investing in our public
lands, and providing full,
permanent funding for
LWCF is a low-cost eco-
nomic stimulus that can pay
big dividends for commu-
nities across America. We
urge Representative Pelosi
to get this done and over
the finish line. Representa-
tives McClintock and Cook,
vote for the Great American
Outdoors Act. The health of
California and our citizens
depend on it.
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