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The National Park Service (NPS) 
currently has a nearly $12 billion 
deferred maintenance backlog that 
has built up due to years of 
inadequate funding to fix 
maintenance needs. It will only get 
worse unless Congress can agree on 
a way to provide funding to address 
these needs. However, contrary to 
the picture that Secretary Zinke has painted, funding to address this massive 
maintenance backlog does not have to come at the expense of conservation funding. 
Meaning that Congress can--and should--allocate funds for both the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF), and the NPS maintenance backlog.
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In 2017, the deferred maintenance backlog in national parks was valued at $12 billion. 
This is due to years of under-funding for standard maintenance of roads, buildings, and 
trails. However, several investigations have found that a large portion of this 
maintenance backlog is not due to standard national park maintenance and should 
instead be paid for by concessionaires--private businesses with permits who operate 
inside national parks. In fact, one analysis found that $389 million in deferred 
maintenance costs should be paid for by these private interests. In addition, a Center for 
American Progress report found that only 30 percent of the $12 billion was categorized 
as 'critical systems deferred maintenance' by the NPS. Taking into account 
concessionaires costs and the other non-critical maintenance costs, the $12 billion 
figure that has been repeatedly cited is closer to $8 billion.

There have been several proposals for funding the NPS maintenance backlog, but they 
have all fallen short; particularly with a seven percent reduction in parks funding from 
the Trump Administration. Accompanying this funding cut are proposals such as the
National Park Restoration Act and the peak season entrance fee hike to seventeen of 
America's most popular national parks. After a public comment period, an incredible 98
percent of Americans opposed the entrance fee increase, and thus the Department of 
Interior (DOI) killed the proposal. The National Park Restoration Act was introduced in 
March 2018 and would funnel royalties from energy development on public lands into a 
fund to be used for the maintenance backlogs. This has been criticized as a way to 
encourage oil and gas development on public lands to enhance President Trump's 
'energy dominance' agenda especially due to the inconsistent funding mechanism 
currently written into the bill. 

Land and Water Conservation Fund, NPS Backlog, and Mountain CommunitiesLand and Water Conservation Fund, NPS Backlog, and Mountain Communities

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcnJw7lYX4NvZmMjiXA0Ti9yuJ4by-6TdFUX1Tk9_BROTio112MgJMtlqFD4pzlffxcMpfBcKthZQQMzRQTN3su6GWJW6k7-bLZf0w2-KevMENz54SzDr7yJgkXzbOUl4og==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcghKplJ8j4HGfq3ekVgiR_qOgXMQWYzDTxS55jbKOnbQkGdKzGIHZ5cSLKzlP6YiGz-IXe2YfHTz2XPfPGmzkiIH3PbxRpoHtEHCvfJpi4ZpB7A_FULoXxvimodXnp-lu3wEQhHQJhHev0KEYrL_GJAA-71Va6gSE1ZoRgbkQ8fZPgXaKWksIxbiZv3pNANu_JO7sgdX1PVbvT57HWAq8uVGg2JXTxG9WcqA--WeHbdO108BvPQ44uSJXjzjhG_cWw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcghKplJ8j4HGon6fhE03ScgJGfWptQS1tQPuurTWf5685DgsOsIj5dyGkbWSe5qAQZoIhB4jQ7bdBM2buVB6BhGc-sjXijRA_VI17zRoDarJDru3Jo-7w5Uuc8lTslbH5Pmx5eTRzpatrOWOrUzidIusvr0o4ccPmmzkZBBW6pvNoAr0MRp6id5EEixXtbspJCg--6L17HawSRS9f8FFmNfdQFd1d9deqUkxEiAGripeL4gCw9zhJF1eGycgxvmKfesyJo4vBOAV89rpjJafIgCPZlUClO_TZA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWchynKlDRCpJQKS_7oLVpFyA-D6OYbcDjq-qxhgQlch1dIxRtKlwSwg0839DUsC1kxn6Zu_qNedXIFqSrrLYFucfX-ZUxRfzX948XW6yysAyjjKQd2QXcdW9NZ6CtwxFOy-ggRfrH-zGLhuL1UHYwi4EvbfUBcDqEE-in9xiJhkE0TY5pvC5AkDthWJa1fxdYkwj6XWGOLZ_LmuAS9GKU0OfthCwPvIHy3Tb8sWxYMlDY&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWchynKlDRCpJQKS_7oLVpFyA-D6OYbcDjq-qxhgQlch1dIxRtKlwSwg0839DUsC1kxn6Zu_qNedXIFqSrrLYFucfX-ZUxRfzX948XW6yysAyjjKQd2QXcdW9NZ6CtwxFOy-ggRfrH-zGLhuL1UHYwi4EvbfUBcDqEE-in9xiJhkE0TY5pvC5AkDthWJa1fxdYkwj6XWGOLZ_LmuAS9GKU0OfthCwPvIHy3Tb8sWxYMlDY&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWchynKlDRCpJQxclX-avfSLdMPgVRZjL1jH0ShVPRG_Vd2Nj8HZy7OmjBq6pf2WvykHCrXDu213SX07qQUZYewmNJRGRKCfLsJGX9srRwXnD5krsBEYmM7hsYoLqnOhn5SGHgXaGGGhmubVbciM4zuO_qAj9JxV-82YJ5vkD7FjujQbcPikIlDAxMc5gbe4HVso1vKAYu6h23hYfQdg8lwSI5WmlnxelUo4eEiKXnlmDkO54lFL0YBTPgy3a5_9St1cC9iV-IO5uF&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcghKplJ8j4HGZANinnBFcbfBoe6CFBNU-LG8nqtNKQ0i1nYuLO6Hu8nTvRtjARfyojUNUxylCIevPL6h5G1cH2w5uSezE-BJejybNfrvyK04w_WbzVMLNJEnCvFmtUEtbbxv9BtZW3Ye4FUGdV2QaBiXMFbgp4iFLisWhY0xrtih_IosuDzQEa64yxcwGHDzOx74-O4JO8H_HWSp_0keqVdFT66rNt4Pehm8GWdg_0lUA84IYADQt6M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcghKplJ8j4HGh-VNYIokYRvOX8PDdARQsSYUKKjxQXWl8qJC2pEcxIPtLRKU2X92tkMOqYblyAzgXYeay5eppApIEKBGxqfjQPN6R8p8ojNfqOVURYzvveXN3Dg-NZBKTpsYSybmnMrr8U1kYpyJuUtrNF3ZMGh_2GfZJXJ_5tJYm79o-FdYdrHmDUGXaWiARQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcghKplJ8j4HGJBaIcFhzlF9Zd97WFm4CXvGxjisHON01hC93i8J4Qy_UPuZ3T-sxib8-zKqvjFYzfrnR6Q2eWS410QKLClkrPMmXMgdKycUY1eh5VUbiiPEqBii0QzoxV87P6KBI8nWdPyJowoaDQK3mdl5zBe9eRtpPMywt-S7O1Jq0hOzwNxLRJ0DzUCuXYqE060TKTNB4NozGupY6tZ8-TM6qMrMUFteS8-y2fALE8dgrI-eO6JxQPYm8WJqMkeaI10tz_TKgOmWfM3qHrmxuz8CDNkeDxp3BvD7Ak5Sp&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcghKplJ8j4HGqaN6O1blYvAg7u-I3Ucj5xP2JjGdB1iyIK7LpuW744dH7hT8p0W1r7W8U44msNCFQzJMemlvW_wTgfwKD_kBd5UCWGg4HR5BlVyGpqUYqM_QEPUKEhfTt-SrtS_ADxgzjQfuqIMdg6Yi19MUGMDIZRCsD2U1yGwhtr_en9BzUVU5xLW0ASqK-xE4Sw-89NwkyRHsnrmvyAlePULCYUvoTQt-ykVsdYBx8rSrP-R-dlBH6p6rMwBGOhxpSr-1VLOrNeinF8WBzwVWMKHMRvD7hPkqnuzwrSPaot0VFfJQiKSVJMCemhO_xcfG52b3deOamMRNNAtBKTTY044DDOCRK-k50fkYidYs&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWcghKplJ8j4HGZANinnBFcbfBoe6CFBNU-LG8nqtNKQ0i1nYuLO6Hu8nTvRtjARfyojUNUxylCIevPL6h5G1cH2w5uSezE-BJejybNfrvyK04w_WbzVMLNJEnCvFmtUEtbbxv9BtZW3Ye4FUGdV2QaBiXMFbgp4iFLisWhY0xrtih_IosuDzQEa64yxcwGHDzOx74-O4JO8H_HWSp_0keqVdFT66rNt4Pehm8GWdg_0lUA84IYADQt6M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eqnc0xdopV99RDO7orkzXnPyvebHTCf3lQxNt61eMr0GEQmH0BsWchynKlDRCpJQf70gWmRAxtsRrw4093KBaePxI7oB3vmzXsMwgw9ZK8gjJ71BAm4G1dMEX0k9rqD_iwbUnVAFigKo_W4ReMhmtLUgFbaErs3Ei4I8cgsGI6qFcJzScWD_klOwQeUp7_S-vjGzah_-GK-uxucIhtCCxl2ddwnhQ6DuJVuloiRxAoC6a57AhpOrzw==&c=&ch=


The substantial need for funding to address the NPS maintenance backlog must be 
addressed in a meaningful, consistent manner. However, this does not need to be done 
in lieu of providing funding for other public land needs through funding from the LWCF. 
The demand on and for public lands is increasing, especially in mountain and gateway 
communities. Without proper management and maintenance of these public lands, 
resources will be strained, and the nearby communities will feel the impacts from 
degraded forests, streams, and roads. 

By providing full and permanent authorization for the LWCF, Congress can ensure that 
America's public lands are maintained and expanded for the current and future 
enjoyment of all Americans. Since the LWCF does not rely on taxpayer dollars, this fund 
does not impact Congressional and Agency ability to provide funding to address the NPS 
maintenance backlog. Our national parks are a global attraction and are seeing more 
visitors each year. National parks and other public lands surrounding mountain 
communities will continue to feel the impacts unless adequate funding is made 
available. Public lands are important for outdoor recreation, conservation, ecosystem 
preservation and management, as well as sustainable timber and grazing. With 
inadequate funding, these lands will continue to be degraded impacting all Americans 
whether that is from lack of access, unacceptable infrastructure, or reduced water and 
air quality. Thus, Congress and the Trump Administration must provide funding for both 
the LWCF and the NPS maintenance backlog.
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