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The Antiquities Act and the national 
public lands it protects are under 
attack yet again. On October 6, 
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT) introduced 
the National Monument Creation 
and Protection Act (H.R. 3990) in 
the House of Representatives. The 
bill, co-sponsored by: Reps. Doug 
Lamborn (R-CO), Tom McClintock 
(R-CA), Paul Gosar (R-AZ), Doug 
LaMalfa (R-CA), and Bruce 
Westerman (R-AR), would 
effectively rewrite the Antiquities 
Act by significantly reducing 
Presidential authority to set aside 
public lands deemed scientifically, culturally, or ecologically significant.

Rewriting the Antiquities ActRewriting the Antiquities Act
H.R. 3990 is essentially a bill rewriting the Antiquities Act. The Antiquities Act, signed into law 
in 1906, allows the federal government to preserve landscapes of ecological and cultural 
significance and has played a crucial role in the growth of our national park system. The 
Antiquities Act is an important tool for protecting public lands that drive local economies in 
the Intermountain West and is a true cornerstone of American preservation and conservation 
law.

The Antiquities Act and national monuments have been under close scrutiny since President 
Trump ordered Secretary of Interior, Ryan Zinke to complete a review of national monuments 
designated since 1996. This is yet another GOP attempt to weaken our national public lands 
system.

The GOP has long been in favor of reducing Presidential authority in protecting public lands. 
This bill would do that in four key ways.

Limiting the features a monument can protect: Rep. Bishop's bill states that the 
Antiquities Act and presidential designations can only cover 'objects of antiquity,' 
meaning only objects and not lands can be protected. This would exclude areas such 
as Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument that was designated specifically because of 
its extreme biodiversity. As well, the Grand Canyon which was originally designated as 
a national monument wouldn't have qualified under this specification.
Limiting the size of national monuments: H.R. 3990 puts serious size limits on the 
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designation of national monuments. The bill would not allow national monuments over 
85,000 acres to be created at all, with national monuments between 10,000 and 
85,000 acres facing significant hurdles through a variety of approval processes. 
Complicating the approval process: Rep. Bishop's bill makes the assumption that local 
voices are left out of national monument decisions--a myth also promoted through 
Secretary Zinke's national monument review process (Designation of a national 
monument is a years long process that involves soliciting public comment from a wide 
variety of stakeholders). Approval by the managing agency (DOI or USDA) as well as 
local government approval would be required for national monument proposals over 
10,000 acres. 
Allowing presidents to legally reduce the size of national monuments: H.R. 3990 also 
creates a mechanism for presidents to reduce the size of national monuments,
seemingly acknowledging that presidents do not currently have the legal authority to 
do that. 

Some argue that this bill is pointless, because Congress has the authority to reduce national 
monument designations and has in the past more often chosen to grant National Park status 
to national monuments than to reduce or rescind protections. Additionally, Rep. Bishop 
argues that this bill is to return the Antiquities Act to its original intent; but at least half of the 
national monuments designated by Teddy Roosevelt would have been illegal under these
rules and approximately 180 other subsequent designations would have been impossible, or 
nearly so. 

What Does This Mean For Mountain Communities?What Does This Mean For Mountain Communities?
Our mountain communities depend on a healthy, functioning public lands system to continue 
to support outdoor recreation and our economies. The continued attacks on the Antiquities 
Act and national public lands threaten the entire national public lands system, and thus, our 
economies. If presidents are allowed to reduce the size of national monuments, our public 
lands may end up in a vicious cycle of protection under one administration and closure by 
the next. This is not in the best interests of proper national public lands management. 
Additionally, this bill reduces presidential authority for emergency designations to protect 
land from imminent harm. The Antiquities Act is the cornerstone of our national public lands 
heritage, and rewriting it in this way will only cause harm to the national public lands system 
and our mountain town economies.

On October 11, this bill was sent to the House floor after being reviewed by the House 
Natural Resources Committee. The Mountain Pact will continue to follow this and keep you up 
to date with any relevant changes. Stay tuned for possible campaign activities.
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