
December Oil and Gas Lease Sale UpdatesDecember Oil and Gas Lease Sale Updates
On September 21, 2018, a
federal judge ruled that the
public must have more say in
oil and gas lease sales. Chief
U.S. Magistrate Judge Ronald
E. Bush of the District of Idaho
issued a decision that the
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) cannot lawfully
circumvent the public input
requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
(FLPMA). There have been repeated attempts by the Trump Administration, including the
2017 BLM Instruction Memorandum, to weaken the public comment period requirements
of these bedrock environmental policies in order to streamline and speed up the leasing
process and "alleviate unnecessary impediments and burdens to leasing."  This agenda
has put energy development above all other uses of public lands.

The Trump administration's 'energy dominance' agenda has led to many attempts to
remove the public from public lands decisions. However, Judge Bush declared this
unlawful, and thus, reinstated the following Obama-era public participation
requirements: 

Public participation in the NEPA process is mandatory.
BLM must provide a 30-day public comment period for NEPA documents.
The protest period is restored to 30 days, not 10.
The notice timeline is restored to 90 days, not 45.

Notably, the order only applies to oil and gas lease sales in designatedNotably, the order only applies to oil and gas lease sales in designated
sage-grouse habitatsage-grouse habitat . But, the reasoning of the order - that the public is entitled to
fully participate in leasing decisions - applies to ALL public lands leasing. Last week, in
compliance with the court order, BLM offices in Colorado, Montana, Nevada, Utah, and
Wyoming temporarily deferred more than one million acres from the quarterly December
sales. In addition, the BLM announced on Friday, November 2 that they will be deferring
the sale of 116 acres of land in Colorado's North Fork Valley. However, despite this good
news and steps in the right direction, some of our valued landscapes and community
resources are still threatened in the remaining December sale parcels:

NevadaNevada: Ruby Mountains

http://www.sierrabusiness.org
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/09/25/public-more-say-oil-gas-lease-judge-rules/
https://www.blm.gov/policy/im-2018-034


New MexicoNew Mexico: Carlsbad Caverns National Park
UtahUtah: Canyonlands National Park, Hovenweep National Monument, Uinta Basin

The above listed areas had shortened public comment and protest periods, but the court
decision along with the further deferral of lease sales in Colorado is an encouraging
pause in the Trump administration's 'energy dominance' agenda and highlights the need
for public input. It is important that communities speak up on behalf of the wild places
we love to demand this administration provide the public adequate and lawful
opportunities to participate in public lands decisions.

February Special & March 2019 Lease SalesFebruary Special & March 2019 Lease Sales
Due to the unexpected and unwelcome court order (from the administration's view), BLM
has already suggested that deferred December parcels be re-introduced in either a
special February sale or the quarterly March sales. This will presumably be done without
lawful opportunities for public input making one thing clear: our public lands are at risk
while this administration is in power.

Please stay tuned for more information on upcoming sales. If interested inPlease stay tuned for more information on upcoming sales. If interested in
becoming involved in conversations surrounding these lease sales and thebecoming involved in conversations surrounding these lease sales and the
sales taking place in early 2019, please email us at:sales taking place in early 2019, please email us at:
Info@themountainpact.orgInfo@themountainpact.org
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