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In 2015, nearly 200 nations came together to seal a historic climate change deal in Paris, a
culmination of 20 years of United Nations talks. The deal calls for nations to implement
greenhouse gas reduction standards in order to keep global temperatures well below 2
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature
increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Former President Obama pledged that the United States would reduce its emissions to 26-
28% below 2005 levels by 2025. The prominent policy for fulfilling this pledge was the
implementation of the Clean Power Plan, however and last week President Trump signed an
executive order instructing the EPA to begin dismantling it, along with several other climate
actions enacted under the Obama Administration.

Clean Power PlanClean Power Plan
Obama's Clean Power Plan (CPP) is aimed at
regulating existing energy infrastructure,
specifically coal-fired power plants. The
regulation was to be enacted under the Clean
Air Act by the EPA with the intent to cut carbon
dioxide emissions from power plants to 32%
below 2005 levels by 2030. The plan was
immediately challenged by coal-powered
states and industry groups and has been held
up in the courts since its announcement in
2015. Although the Supreme Court has already
ruled that the EPA has the authority to regulate
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carbon dioxide emissions, the claim made by
CPP opposition is that rather than doing this,
the enactment of the CPP is an effort to enforce
massive industry changes through agency
rules. 

President Trump has denied the extent of the
human role in climate change, and ran for office
on a platform of increasing fossil fuel industry
jobs, deregulating the EPA, withdrawing from
the Paris Agreement, and has already taken
steps to reverse regulations put in place on the
coal industry that would limit freshwater
pollution. 

Last week's executive order lifts the
moratorium on new federal coal leases (the one
The Mountain Pact and our local government partners worked on for two years), revises the
way that climate change is factored into federal decision making, and instructs the EPA to
begin revising the CPP. This revision process will be lengthy, and could take years due to the
fact that what Scott Pruitt does will rely heavily on the decision made surrounding the legality
of the rule. The EPA will then have to re-write the rule, with details about why the agency is
changing its mind, respond to millions of comments, and then environmental groups are
bound to challenge the rule. More detailed information regarding this process can be found
here.

Without the regulation of carbon dioxide emissions, the U.S. is at risk of continuing to release
large amounts of greenhouse gases contributing to climate change. If Trump's executive
order is carried out in full, according to projections by the Climate Action Tracker, the U.S.
will not be able to reduce emissions by the 13% from 2014 levels necessary to reach the
2025 and 2030 goals submitted to the Paris Agreement. However, 30 states and many more
cities have established standards requiring power companies to utilize more renewable
energy, and falling prices of wind, solar, and natural gas are undermining coal's revival as an
energy source. A major concern now, is how carbon emissions will be addressed by states
that have not previously implemented policies similar to the CPP, and what its revision will do
for momentum in states already working towards emissions reduction goals.

Paris AgreementParis Agreement
During his campaign, President Trump continually discussed his intention of withdrawing from
the Paris Agreement when he took office. There are a number of ways he could do that:

One option is to undermine national efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that
would in turn ensure America did not follow through to meet its goal under the
Agreement - it looks like he is on track for this per last week's executive order. Not
following through with the Agreement by enacting measures to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions would be detrimental to the environment, with the U.S. being the world's
second largest greenhouse gas emitter. It could also potentially have larger global
political ramifications, and several of Trump's top advisers are divided over what the
President should do; some urging him to withdraw, and others advising him to remain

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhcV_iT20bCgz9fJt-u_scTSHl6WsCODhiVaExmByPnSW4qx5sj8m2SEOomwSKO1SZvpj_PlU9u6SuJg0aHUJGnpiugNTztEwxtvHAR-50VWWBdJ22w6b421SLnAN-WnE_bKODKhsu5Ta4g4shfYgx80BOXT85PNdjwfFesjDUssBHFsZ0_lIWyhuFtwUYwz6Tb&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhc0cYJpXwp5546Cvufw_p7VPpqvgKNB3wZOjTJpUYb1tiQJb8u6OuVz5jocXGQrdD_Qrd4hyAg2Oz4XduVXqSQi0vZe029ectsb4LbA2BjAWxqK2_yfvxP97Uyag9EpWIiSIvpSvfiAhgQbLMACKFCUGgUAjxLe1USlf9y2hr_tmEae7lI4SPoleGg7yhcZf8D7h1CiYWscGnwgQL85GTEvcTo3jHHsdj2dUiEjcO5bfEklMvI_ici7fl69GAb6F5f6_M_nAnq2YPL1iwhLJZwO8kMq4PgDZmOYkrq7cdgsrIO25dGqGKNHdUQMrB5VEqJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhcO1F-xpEFMD0OH3ygciTZYqwLHT8h7HSF3zRxP_qn7ewlDYh7DBYhXY7xY3uB_zIqOb5Gbcq1HAhAkdCAble4jYrzsEtlyVZ_f9jig8ZnVyZ2uFHKPN2u7rrDL-WDLwkpIQch-kXOM85Fjui1x4pOykYVXfSZaPyexgahkZ9LE_-7-X79STnNI4aolkoo1x3plDek8-CorcHGXYteWZJbtjpcjoyBxb28nfjXVw2rIo4gQPq8MOgm99i-uZikUW7iOaKjZLZ4vkzMBzhxTmyTXo-jIyGzw729n749lhWUuQYV9mFAtPizCc77tKu420U7TmfGehBD8NAhC6zMULAaBnEgfRQwcYBKqlF6zQ9YT_0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhcLVK_WNfM5-KrO6xqwfYw5yllC3nVY8hH51iK719iBX9-U_W4ctMELaBnapnRP8yg-TaKT8v6U9fHTVtY1SQVvsnTPH_Xh1sWn3Sos3m7QXZyLXqVOP_eR_OSFYmltjZM5EVndYf1cUd2ufEut2FecegsSz7gTN3xuxRB-SJA9OSt0pCXdBYrVRajXeoJg96vYLmlhakctwhmh0R4ByNWDw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhchlSCeG9DhQH4em3nx8pnaYPVN8ZgKKiyR7gOinrPT9C6KWhK4ITJJu8hMZEtEwWnX0_cPhaWG9Cn5bjmwx3YRQXGy5-HoclZTkxopmm-GXKWlfopzDtJ-xpGxDjb61L5o8uCq8ldIkafDuP4AYxpG0-YUPTY_vCuZMdNRWWPTomgiiftKKqQ3uBT-6c-Nd33H57GDlFN4s7IwvUDB0eykzkRuw6hzdyp&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhc5U0l9LIrU_gj-BjESup-YDoJF4vCOpTo6utowjUuw-CF7qxmNL1cNS2l_CaT_5AzYF8TuNHo8cPc_yQAPhUIJS0m750S9kW6hWoHOln-ELP8b3C0KWtJT1SXiEwc5XirwcKd1NO9dGq991haEtn6H_CGhTFjP8jQHNWvWgyUZG-23g0-xxii_gKX4PEuimrGHexusoCgIwpncLX--MuXLsSRpRFhJKPUd8icp54WYX9V3yJn0k0e0PqKNlZQlAqekhXkqSGBGe91geTh54NaKM7nT65PJ1YJWJCWp1gVu4nS-cJ4UwYmbtWclCLSV-zn5EVy6X205Y37tDlJTad_9sZhVz3qTdvN1hAg-5kIOhv4GrP_bbb3Fplksj1CX2xm&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhcgHpszHMq1DxiNhWmFDAO2AF5DKqVhHDD3xVl38Z7EraVGpDWYRfLTebXzaVK-lpX6YzCd31Tdih3LmJUVBnjDIRY6u46kAntt88NR_T0bffRtOKx-dIV8-_-GyqXdtQ31jD_0KvN39gX4B4Ebn2pDsxqprSQy6GoEJk0hJpEr-BYUqSzqY1qEKxBc-w1YMvn&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhcji94u8jC43u9q-1utpJW3rn2lwqeLyyKnvbOph5mCrmVrgsqIUlGo--_vfE-kWmmkgZjvP-KkNlo__o1yAASchVILzEvhguV-mfbVuJU-ufZ8X0S7VgFjKx7vVZekWOH46SuEG48tVHS4f4NGfx1qNGgEpTuzH4RsMALHP2DC_1JvqntxE0VU4XyxwPhYhGbUliE3IP-a64=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhccmzT_iiJk76uoY2Glst1hoG0FU-Oa1Susi0fQtpJCZJZM4Xf3JLMWhhImhF9mLJyIYb7584ARl6G4nO2KxcwmLQC5IyNNSVBkUANKbMC8ldvbqoZtCh1qL2LrLmmKzs89WHJOoC2pT_Qw30XLBmRt6EfqLIPKhNw_2NHOqVDtLoawb8zUiIFXoHMHLthX4kteFoYctTb8l4=&c=&ch=


in the Agreement without following through on any policies to reduce emissions. This
approach would be fairly easy for the administration to carry out due to the lack of
binding legal forces set forth by the Paris Agreement. The Agreement's primary
requirements are for countries to outline their emissions reductions goals, outline what
they are doing to accomplish this, and later, report on how they are progressing
towards meeting these targets. Hence, President Trump could choose to lower U.S.
emission reductions goals.

A second option would be formal withdrawal. The Agreement allows countries to leave
after three years from the date of formally withdrawing, followed by a year wait
period. If President Trump initiated this withdrawal now, the action would not take
place until the end of his first term. Among the global ramifications feared is the
possibility that if the U.S. were to pull out of the Agreement, other countries would
follow suit, including the world's first and third largest emitters, China and India.
However, these countries and several others have stepped into the leadership void
that the U.S. has left. Just last year, China installed 1.5 times as much solar capacity as
the U.S. has ever installed, and at the end of 2016 India had installed 11 gigawatts of
solar capacity and 29 gigawatts of wind capacity. Although encouraging, if the U.S.
were to withdraw from the Agreement, or significantly lower their reductions goals, it
won't be enough to effectively curb the impacts of climate change.

However, a third option would reduce this four year waiting period to one year if the
U.S. were to also withdraw from the 1992 climate treaty, the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Formal withdrawal from the UNFCCC takes
only one year, and the treaty would have to be sent to the Senate for ratification if the
U.S. were to rejoin under the next administration. Former President Obama did not
need the approval of Congress to sign onto the Paris Agreement because it is
consistent with existing laws and agreements outlined in the UNFCCC that was ratified
by the Senate under President Clinton.

Fuel StandardsFuel Standards
President Trump last month announced a plan to challenge the auto industry fuel efficiency
standards enacted by the Obama Administration. These standards call for fleet-wide fuel
efficiency of 36 mpg by 2025. President Trump's challenge will not go into effect
immediately, but instead calls for the EPA to make a decision next year about whether the
fuel efficiency standards are appropriate. Known as the 'Tailpipe Rules' they were jointly put
forth by the EPA and Transportation Department. Automakers cite concerns of technology
gaps to implement the Obama era 'Tailpipe Rules' but according to a 2016 EPA Fuel Economy
Trends Report, fuel-efficient technologies in the auto industry are being implemented at
unprecedented rates equaling a record low of carbon dioxide auto emissions last year. The
announcement raises other concerns of how states like California who have set their own
emission standards for automakers will be impacted. If the EPA decides that the nationwide
rules are not appropriate, they will have to submit a new proposal.

Budget ProposalBudget Proposal
In his 2018 budget proposal President Trump suggested massive cuts in spending,
particularly involving many programs dedicated to reducing carbon emissions, or doing
further research on the matter. This includes 31% cuts to the EPA, 21% cuts to the
Department of Agriculture-housing the US Forest Service, and 12% cuts to the Interior
Department. This proposal is set to reverse further the strides taken by Former President

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhcJF0Y7k8XiSx5cno8c7QZXNNfHRYKbv1Fs9WpWGFQ8yoZj43a_Kb85eTtqtja_lNO2WrjkO6OS1yy8RyeChLmmfHRBEW-wdWZq7YWgVYufr7SaK1hmnycxMVkRuTpprqAwmOFByUhkhQ9XPeayMOSAYc2itLr40dEMtjZTOLvf2wUveN_-fGkaJ4xCj8Ije0dsjvDhsJOE0Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhc2rwRorryBHYarI1TaeAEyXLOMj1sPfuNFqkotUoFJ108QdujMiLw7aQwfUsqmBfLkyfJyQVBBltYP-EzPqZoiJSlxBYkNPInVeXL_TG2JMNBeuebcOjKO0M-8oUSUDKCB7GYmdqDmV4-ciAL3PwBSV4ealAGqJ3tcV2b67GSi9M9jP5RxOUrjk0QQ2bLX3UAVlNErTOwl3o=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhcVJJVOscu6YXHsNhx2L9jHMjubFCy9kkOANUN2rRvTCexMsDTsIVUr8RIA8Q05V_jyF7udqsr21BmLyLSWZdClCgxdvcFmoy0Delt928UTtRMa8DK-yoXXOcGcWCbBNS7yVBubQFAEIXputPDqrT0qu7uT8m9z9cB7MfHHjSmeNkxoNFTnd6F7tP-OSnegNQrOdL2AONbv-QUI8CezGQ7xU2cmBlSk-Yf-eYixYZv6xiwifoPuLiOZw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhc12g5vV3LHWoZ3ZY7lTZh6mEEKxl7deRwzHFiJZqzuNJSZo6UQcfKhZ_vqP6SB3WjOv5y4mz49jjReqLsJEiYKpqInXon2dpXGTiA31d5It11vE0aeLgUOGZC8UTZ1SQdk3Q8OWyvehzQYv1oHT97I-lSU4xlnpQJrVLjLg6eooz-0jqP2d2bHJ--pwsDblCV&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A62sPEcOau1Zx2ttT9tea7SMiwnG6qZ4Bxlt9z8qs1yAJsFxTZdBA43-KChJKDhc315BFGNNu053tIzEoB7-NqM2X24xSKcTAQ-HTaAD9ejrnDaYFvfHwJGeH-GThf4CGdV-Z9dfImEXpawyRKYLbhoePhcMSGtIOBQTKsri5qpnVIkU9PA08T7X3Kw8LcGyGMFv2rMUPXthybrSLEGTR46wnoEgWv8K_ATD9T-0FqC7HYhx-i9D7t1FT-EThyhlwK9dt5nSGDWLDv48q-mFnkfywty0g2xtmcKFpXG6mGEzVRj0ivyWsw==&c=&ch=


Obama to address climate change.

As President Trump continues to dismantle Obama's climate change policies in favor of coal,
oil, and gas, stay tuned to The Mountain Pact for more information and ways to voice
support for climate policies and the protection of our mountain communities.

www.themountainpact.org | info@themountainpact.org
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