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The Trump Administration has been 
working to roll back environmental 
regulations since the beginning of 
the Presidency. In March, President 
Trump signed the energy
independence executive order that, 
among other things, instructed the 
EPA to revise the Clean Power Plan 
(CPP). EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt 
has now, in a nod to industry, 
signed a proposed rule that would 
do just that. The proposed rule does
not indicate whether the EPA will be 
replacing the CPP with another rule to curb carbon dioxide emissions, even though the 
agency determined in 2009 that they were required to regulate it to protect public health. 

Clean Power PlanClean Power Plan
The CPP was aimed at regulating existing energy infrastructure, specifically coal-fired power 
plants, and was to be enacted under the Clean Air Act by the EPA. The intent was to cut 
carbon dioxide emissions from power plants to 32% below 2005 levels by 2030. The 
implementation of the CPP was one of the main rules that the Obama Administration intended 
to utilize to meet the emissions goals laid out in the Paris Accord. However, when President 
Trump pulled out of the Accord earlier this year, it became clear that the CPP would likely 
never be implemented as originally intended. 

The CPP was immediately challenged by coal-powered states and industry groups and had 
been held up in the courts since its announcement in 2015. Industry groups argued that the 
rule was an overstep and an unnecessary financial burden. 

Local Action and What This Means for Mountain CommunitiesLocal Action and What This Means for Mountain Communities
The new proposed plan is sure to end up in court soon, as the attorneys general of several 
states such as California, New York, and Massachusetts have vowed to challenge the 
Administration on it.

The removal of the CPP follows the trend of the Administration's support for industry over the 
environment. However, it will not stop all states from forward progress to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions. In fact, there are at least 25 states that will likely exceed their goals that 
they laid out under the CPP, with 10 more coming close. 

Our mountain town economies depend on recreation and tourism that depends on healthy 
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landscapes. Carbon dioxide emissions threaten our forests, air, and rivers. It is hard to know 
what the EPA's proposed rule will mean for carbon dioxide emissions in the United States, but 
The Mountain Pact is following this, and many other relevant federal environmental and public 
lands policies closely to keep you informed, and up to date as things progress.

www.themountainpact.org | info@themountainpact.org
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