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PlanPlan
On August 17, 2018, the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) opened up
a 90-day public comment period
regarding the draft management
plan for Bears Ears National
Monument in Utah. The November
15 comment deadline is quickly
approaching, and it is important
that the BLM hears from the public.
Bears Ears was originally established
by President Obama through the use
of the 1906 Antiquities Act after
years of advocacy by Native American Tribes and dozens of stakeholder meetings.
However, on December 4, 2017, President Trump traveled to Utah to announce that he
would be shrinking the monument by 85%, dividing it into two smaller units. Now, even
though the legality of the reduction is still being decided by the courts, the BLM is
moving ahead with draft management plans for the reduced Indian Creek and Shash Jaa'
units.

What do the Draft Management Plans Contain?What do the Draft Management Plans Contain?
When a national monument is established the managing agency, in this case BLM, must
manage the monument in a manner consistent with protecting the objects and values
that led to the original establishment of the monument. In this case those objects and
values are fossils, wildlife, geology, and cultural resources such as rock art and cliff
dwellings.

However, BLM's preferred alternative, "Alternative D" allows more motorized recreation,
grazing, mineral exploration, and vegetation removal than is compatible with protecting
the "monument objects." The impacts to some of these protected areas would be greater
than if the BLM were to not change their management practices at all--essentially
erasing and protection established from a national monument designation.

Further, none of the management plans include how the BLM would manage the
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monument were the courts to decide that President Trump's December 2017 reductions
were illegal. This means that BLM has been wasting time and taxpayer money coming up
with management options that are incompatible with the protection of "monument
objects," and likely even the size of the National Monument.

What You Can DoWhat You Can Do
This draft management plan and the disregard of the legal challenges to the national
monument's reduction must be challenged by the public. The reduction removed
national monument protections from 85% of Bears Ears National Monument, and these
management plans further diminish conservation of the remaining parcels. If you are
interested in submitting comment, please submit comment to
blm_ut_monticello_monuments@blm.gov before the November 15, 2018 deadline.

What to IncludeWhat to Include

1. None of the plan's alternatives, including the BLM's preferred alternative
(Alternative D), fit with the requirement that monuments be managed in a way that
protects "monument objects" and thus more protective alternatives are necessary.

2. The BLM must meaningfully engage Native American tribes to whom these lands
are sacred. A robust collaborative management component is necessary to ensure
the cultural landscape is appropriately managed.

3. The BLM should be developing a management plan that includes the entire 1.35
million acres of the original Bears Ears National Monument. It has not been legally
decided that the monument can be shrunk, and thus the BLM needs to be prepared
to begin planning again if President Trump's 2017 reduction is found to be illegal.

For more information or further questions on what you can say in your comment please 
email us at info@themountainpact.org.

The Mountain Pact strives to keep you informed on all policies relevant to your 
communities. Stay tuned for more information, and follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

for quick daily updates. If you would like to help us continue to work on important 
conservation efforts like this one, please consider donating here.
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