
August 2020 Conservation Update
In this Conservation Update, we report on the the decision by the 
Trump administration to withdraw the controversial nomination of 
William Perry Pendley as the Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM); the ongoing COVID-19 and wildfire challenges our 
mountain communities are facing; the Trump administration's 
proposed roll backs of royalty payments for oil and gas producers on 
public lands; the BLM's cancellation of oil and gas drilling lease sales in 
the Moab, Utah area; and more.

 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund  
In early August, The Great American Outdoors Act became law! This is 
one of the most significant conservation bills in decades. This historic 
legislation provides permanent and full funding at $900 million annually 
for the Land Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) - one of our country's 
most powerful programs for conserving habitat and ensuring access to 
our public lands. It also provides billions of dollars to address the 
national parks maintenance backlog.The Mountain Pact thanks all of 
the local elected officials and members of Congress and their staff who 
have worked for decades to ensure full and permanent funding for the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm-JNNFKXX8QU0dVGAGpkgTfyaoqWhDxhGDnqn33tkK8Qvvz9y6tzDNR_g4dx7A4zs6h9kuil3Ol6bQ4BMMGjCgTpl8OD9K1egbqB6ZHSDmvhutAKBaVoVMRnZw5-UjmL6w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm9pJiwg83Tr8QLqzCulrSveZ33YreMa7YcRpQ6ZD22fMXV1f5ywrCrobj-9s-8IJDL-F80hXBZaGTa4D7SfvY3RSqB2WZ3y87wuJCvq-TzW8Gz6fU2iF7bU1KlJKmWG6bMnMl5DxXjd8r7DqGU1eSgD_pSpX3II1snW9_ITQnzanpybM_DxDeFA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6SmwBYIwfJrt_RBxjDNfBGNTq4n70xywH7RHFN1U1sXPvSHlRkdV7z5FHq_5ipactorscBqFs0Y8ATUx78VbDjtObBN0jswaoJyCFHtKKlHxvPhnYj2KIfajs0z6C5Ks8U5q0DpxTUHBwIvpcVDYZLRUnrVLDk6uF5JpNdWF_EOkFo&c=&ch=


The Trust for Public Land has created a wonderful interactive online
map of the United States that shows the lands across the country that 
could be permanently protected now that the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund has full and permanent funding. The Mountain
Pact will continue to monitor LWCF funding opportunities and ways for 
communities to benefit from The Great American Outdoors Act.

How the Coronavirus Pandemic is Impacting our  
Mountain Communities & 

Other Mountain Community News

National parks are being overrun during COVID-19, endangering 
the surrounding communities.
Despite the risks of contracting COVID-19, business is booming at 
national parks. 
Two Yellowstone concession workers and three visitors tested 
positive for the coronavirus.
Pandemic travelers are flocking to Idaho for outdoor recreation 
opportunities.
Zion National Park rangers 
are looking for the vandals 
who painted rocks blue.
Jackson, Wyoming is 
struggling with surging 
tourism, which is straining
the gateway town.
How many wildland 
firefighters have COVID-19? 
Some agencies won't or 
can't say.
Fundraising efforts have begun to help pay for restoration work on 
lands, including Glenwood Canyon, damaged in the Grizzly Creek, 
CO fire.
Tiny plastic particles are piling up in Idaho's wild places.
Are shrimp flavored dog treats the answer to keeping Lake Tahoe 
blue?
It's time for the Senate to act on the Colorado Outdoor Recreation 
& Economy (CORE) Act.
Much of the U.S. economy is in decline because of the pandemic, 
but home sales are skyrocketing at a record pace. Homes in the 
West have never been so expensive.

The Trump Administration Agenda
 

After a public outcry, the Trump

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDh5WEtZ8l2pcG9gpStDfBBK-F8xF9_QowZK-ftOdPBYtVa3QlCFGjch8HUEzI9bL5eEFTqhNUnMw7UTK6f08Y8pU7ywObgDEUVJYB7BNehDWZ_Hmq01Rt0NOyMRgx2Bb2gKlLOJKVMjn4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm2VEDuP1js0M3xD1oeHVwkjeyF-NGf_H4Qz2zltho3GWPaR-CkYyhLJuWv1V_EwJtaSng0PbZvnRtpn4hkTcsxuPmEgBh1k40cchCsk5QaN6R3Ndq35dhM5dlSDXfo_KSQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhAtYl5e3SKlckNfgjKx4UJwegROp06EvTYYHpWt2wEzXcCrYBA_9H9_WhSgYDv3amZctdRE2Vz6NeaoP_sV36JMeY1VQJAzVSYp5OA0lZeMKT3ugqJ0HsSoyft1LKOJS0MPIRovgizV_9BIRcqyaJTg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDh2DcGl5jzj6oOAklvqnQ1fLh4fmjNh-iMecuuZtZPuBKwdVAINy3MosLAyyzNfQV88h5voUeSfAB7NHphPS324ng-2PVHwkji8d5CH5uKLS3ca6DvCV0Mh5roCNWtDrKwOcgeVuXrq4U-3q43iJ_GSnSxn3mGsfz0N_70niNVekPVq2-UBLOmUQ1bIPl9aMQRQYXo6zZf56hHmZoyi2y8nu-FfswrApmo7U1Ht2fNzdKeD0xKOXf_Zg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhDbYuysMFcUv3TVqyB68BWPkFqLYwFX-X0fCx4jfSe1Ve0P7LH4sD_CxOZk0ZjWcl5t4FPgBWzbH1hspWgJz2mNq9qQ9dEJAkDHHnlvBuaQ9dYApG16hRSpY2rtlwZ7eYUMB8UNKG8RmHij8HJZ6IUn4HSr1X4KRi6CKo3YQ53Oa_d-_nCCLVA8fgJMb1IkwR8uMf4iFrjjB-RbWbAXmcFXn93kNVSe9TTVk2oUWQVFpOsad_8WM5hFkAdK7xptn_Y4RQ81FXugIYZgm75rGRmPxdpszHVCNANn1HmJIryALxsf10xQJul1XM82-vbh3U&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhBHHHRfxpW39WipDNBKUT7CM4S-RbwcehWh24kfATT6aCk6HJeXirDq2oPR4I4XEUHHpft_d1Fo6-uB1c-_Vqn3ZiS74AbwaBKWBGkgssK289E2uklaXFBZdMq35j45Zk6gBs6yNkfqI4drYvIBFnIU_rFJFbZVrlo-1egsC8y7nnnBMXhe7nYEu2obq9wJaL9r-hZQTBb0E=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhL_JE1vhZCEXcXk9K-NGG3x_eF9qd9PevwiT7BbVCkw4v5kDQopIx607a2cGUpYzrWT_LeNZYK6-BgWAcop4JX1bz1kMaLDC4IyevQ6fTbSj6bLWZNk-F4NAPL7TKm-irWfWELA2q1xFR9L4Vom4xfRL7r7N10gCRWuT5hB8bXBI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhmDqo0X9jvIZRORgwe5kjRxAQkJfGDiB_4RUtk71rfrbGhyr1Y-3hO4rB7nHUgqS-ZcGjdqIUEo3wSIE704dlh4p9kxc3wxbVqo7noKQc99nqSXwRr-FkhhmbBvPU2LWwgeMwklXwqm2Pndgrg5FES90WPcU7mmKE6jnoNAxPQAsuWlleiCkGhoO3aR_gZtpJpzffmNLb64pdysqsy0RX8-_6WbH1j9U2cMVJBauvMiEup-0lz7gvWWyZZM8-g9yPr5I_jtxoWiA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhLp6-FPSPyqWbFftJYOhlHQ3hjb_OBR_OXaBwuswZSou7wBEqWp7_Wv4ssyHxUEZHit77Gdj8DQTJORi_XxXYjyUgu6WdeS5myw2CbwSvxVLqC5pxio5lANHMtaD1JzEmJmA2Ikrg1ZSmrqzGfKUqikJjC_hoGQR0JXyh6tRuijZQadhtlc8EWjEtfql9ldMe0O5OFIk1ApyIlepL4YCr-fFT7pJn7QVi&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhSQPJHQ_bozCdwIt0xoVjpZXCTt_-Ug3kXWfEEnAX58FMLVHTlSoxIiI0w4BMo85hXbaFnVjD64OkywbvZocwA4VesPNh-HdfG0--uVDCk5vQUl8SHdWqEGAgGMhh8YhtWZXFdX6XutInyW25xdbBdzHaP_CfAtp0tmL-_0nTiEC-44K1UXy9nZcRjOWfc6xAjzMGfIg2_23ek1Sj53sn4xk5s2rdPlowihscL7LRzMp34y687QZgkcCZ1ZDgrTnJaZipvk75T39BfWBOw0agtssSWz60ei1AxAceoLzeCHp-dPJ8lDop4w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDh8M_aCz1rnmP-dQjJzy-TNGKu48vRlGV6PzpaG4WFS9un__Wg9p61GTriIstbOXSNHTVEJDHqV4HDPLFiqQWSZ7qz9Dg6rvr6AmKpkSZsmR4AjRBOz98sJn3Pe_KYxWpFczkOeLorluVPxt7_M45puitM5PJonTmWgdxhqWpDp0qMm3VRUO3oKu4TWnVccG7RwllFuzsPn_-bVnnp7uIDl5pHrJYORucFO8l-e-PhwhZbYBm_CBlxpA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhjy8O41JxdkdPHlgkZB2VRiR3yGa6UT0DJGqlcGZSF3CmeV5EM_z0kIiVWMxKGV_VHJ0_RF66BioLUCSjkZXsidkYErCcCUOdkWFDVHMDGntrw8a9GysoVs_0wT3zYbPjjZQsvR-5WmzxXMMqPsApVYuVJdysvtOqpsMb4sBUgZYqx-yWONN3ScDe_1lZnEhkdRIF5wzACDJ8qAgVBGbubURXheWRwYPjcz9aJ3d4OSjBzqeh00cvpw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhUn-Yr0nGZLCAc4t7Ixq1jSgA1_Kn2kZAuu8DNUOcHoWGtZR9WEjsuQrqcFvx9ILZ9jeYBcBETiPzWl13ebN0kL-NYX1_ZEViRzEQMgPaeBSr4bFBTk-qlTf5oSfp3OOeUV1cQQdk8m1Y1oLOc5RHkY34UfrUlwPpqO33THKMteG9xeaATmW0D5tn2fj9Sh_v1cWIosl7IDo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhel5vDKZ8NyWpiNNXbBxCYjpkonGdScgf_21Mwpj9AecdiZwJGmkhUn2QEkqVEZLBPU523TDAxDbTNZ-nGieMWnZ5shS-A-lTJiecYLHqx2XWNBjt0sE8LmwsXTWc-AA9o4X3GhWveOschNqB6BvpTZPW1TTZNQ2siOvQBRuZAzkn0fcP8t6U7mVmVduKk5-fLYfap6IG3nM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhEofyS_i_ypsze8e3rg7pheekYWyobcgL0WTTsnxhRnFqtNgRA3qP36kxhwUP71SKbCBZniukyXRRJ1mqWedDO5y-6XNrC2CXM0SIpWIxmu6P6oZN6vHaDLS56cP2rhZPcbOpw2iFzc9C7tLtENl8AFC3ufWgEtDPmUP5mEjg1qVdAqMItVKfzWtzwBwGGLBpl6QOVluHEPw=&c=&ch=


administration withdrew the
nomination of William Perry Pendley,
an anti-public lands crusader, to be
the head of the Bureau of Land
Management. Pendley continues to
serve, as he has for over a year, in
his current position as the de facto
leader of the agency without being
confirmed by the Senate as required
by the U.S. Constitution. Pendley set
up this arrangement himself. Legal
experts say the succession orders
are questionable. 

 
The decision to withdraw the
nomination suggests that the Trump
administration believed there wasn't
enough support in the Senate to
confirm Pendley, whose nomination

was seen by many as hurting the re-election chances of three
vulnerable western Republican Senators - Cory Gardner of Colorado,
Steve Daines of Montana, and Martha McSally of Arizona.

Now that Pendley's nomination has been withdrawn and he
continues to serve as the unconfirmed director, conservation
groups, including the Mountain Pact, are calling for his removal.
For over a year, The Mountain Pact has been advocating that
Pendley is not qualified to lead the Bureau of Land Management.
Montana Governor Steve Bullock has also called for Pendley's
removal.
New Mexico Senator
Martin Heinrich led the
entire Senate Democratic
Caucus in calling for
Pendley's removal.
Before the Trump
administration withdrew
Pendley's nomination, it
drew outrage in many
quarters. Here are some
of the articles about why
he is wholly unfit for the
job.

Trump's pick to
manage public lands
has a four-decade history of "overt racism" toward
Indigenous People
Sell off our public lands? It could happen if William Perry

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDh8ZBRO3LJJIlu58XfzOb4QJgN0oMqaUE-h3Tz_LGcJ11GpmXyWzgT0TBbyBZHSwkpnhrP8EjLU6YR8LdW-xqJjU-4x1gk3FHtQ7fm3dbFGwS8ietmWS1TFp-xV98HVeop12l_tdjHpCzUXp8uWfhXXvUfk7JADeC_7k3lNhw3hH7a4WEDZ-j1-6A_oZZi6Bi4rugGLtdZXqcQJmpq9MRtPyNkWjlvg6m86rWFOl_3XJQhXG73uaaQxcDUM7HjxSMoecsfTGptTEB6JdmHUCBkXg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhpSkrZe3FWZQI4f2SXcY5Z0ZcQkC3D5J3VJrJqdNNupH7dfSBt8CLOFeJ7G3kQOgMH6AmDq3iHSxxSTExr4jxyloQqdDgewp9vD2RJ0bochxGvvnXUxfDCO9OjZaGe-3t5TAsEp55z1vfqixOinsupg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhxBssCbPIop7xCWjMo-C5DtTDkJXLmYUkbapIrDauuiEXEbQpfVqzf3tjw-GjOCcxo0_MzSjlS6FTz97rv9L6biPL-5-PQqebdceUth8Ipi0vDLcXWgMV-rUKCfz1CKN0d0TqGgDxPwKBSiyueh-fnAYfxuHQOuM40o0l67rhYMCefLhZG1FOJOqXsLUtPuE8Fek3vQuFYxfiQhUAbmh0hveRN-Lbqf6OzCWYR1uJbUoLUOjftA0u6g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhv4KXJ1h8tkTwha1Xr4ntQN9n_FMFudoHowe5wancmEDIXcgWqX-1u6xkhDeeLs63X7jVImTgyCyEnV7ljzpZDZ7BGB1kr9F0jsx0IH9h-AiwBc3GyC-IBJ_y8DSB--uR7IzxOm4VUYTAwP1XBFKSy7WIVaKOaoB0FbUKQn1KTh7K9pqtYwmSGE_F3_iyQMKm7Z2OQo8zTkno2BK1EOZygxRAjGuxfjSIvlcKnrCQ-uMy6PedKQwQXA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6SmwBYIwfJrt_RXLG4SVk9vqaII4TSHA2I1m7uizN-7jQGkqx1APV-y3_Wnu_WHhGP7bMW4iQRc-1BapqcFuI9t-IthigbYBUIxPU9WSS9pb8u-w4Z2TD7SGJoXB8EMK1I6iSl7w6e5-XSG3tTDVU1FinLIIoq8HxJ2FguDQD-25-ky3hWmFfbS5lp98pENz7K7KBZcFNKmjjpx-Y_e9EAZl4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhFWGxDvVN6mUhtjmSPL7h5_huUts-D80VppwucQ97jHT0FBYORWHaBLrtP6eu_FFheUXRbTgnUKdwKYd9LvPeonUrxiClSCXuzdJ9kXW14nzPziLKxj7wpa-p8eM5y_cpnl0kkmWSrZKs4hgqb9XjdJrvV5IN9p_cK3i6PQmUBUeasZuZdtXiXtp1vyypAv2E3pkFagSGqvNgHfOE0sGTrMa8DwK62znerJl3OVIMBpvOUU-SFmphUk3QhOVvwUT6DkZAt95mzC-wtxi1L8LCaw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDh9gq8udYhknbY1aw9vF66vT5LLt1KtGJWFgrPJDtGsA_9p2eaOd1vfpOcel976apghkqkQRgiKKZWtoyPw9-poGkegGBgcz_Vn4rSQzp5pwYWf6NfariS1NlDBpCFs7fmvj1DgPxW8AmEqcT1mPMi3JKN3dexQGPs&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDh1i8Zn0Y3ArjLCa_tLu3np0GYLgOHzBsOhVPvEKAM-JSBqr_AV4uk0dXOdj3F5txbOaytJCskdvOUL8vZruqijimiKhoXCH72cZX0ppv3H2A4pPulIBonH-2NUp-wR4kTguzKGEiqFMhczlY4pIlhLasm4WNUvPTtBPZ4a8wAmTX2Mo9qqq-IWoL5jveJverJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhBPqeV1uoehVfwY4ClW7p3By-OEaRnaUbQbRV3ZRfPC8ddM_AwDxyS2T2I1PrWWtABawLqto_ctku1_Y_IGA0LbNqJERNOzId7vCRivCFrPFFLe7UmCseNPfVDR42IiNwfJqjpGWJETveSfjH8kM0GMOkrdOjMNXqNuXhr0D-MbiHASohfo6qQyVD_f8APLAnED9HB5QK1WjtzIPje2hDbO52yco-7sJ0eSdC3a4RuA63Q-x9K1vuEK2tozhRpoahGjx1Ydppw7ohUv4MvHKLHBh1Lcu9-haCDyDq1u03g3o=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhC0GhFysTT8VIaH1qsfWMF0jk4PAw51vmbMYUdRKyu_3qdfp8tyR1n_hnFIjhnj7X2KrRb695ehZ1Zy6J1mpcj0zS9zFdY86y4cyokwhyEq3dj8EY-trmXoqhISwqt8DQeDsLoBxKLXayMqCjIacNufB0gXtTWNewUmkcekaykdDauANI1z92MBTvGIGW764q&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYqdjCAaI4B8-plq809WBI4-6iJLaJe_SR1CJys-VcAVT1sNMk6Sm_EolWrvlyDhmzpKpAPg4iXuycOfgNzArS-9C2or3fl8x3NoCMqWHFh0cSO_G0bHvBBtLwsb25Mnyf8k6o9ItCF-zTe9P17s-aO-Mcr0ttvlVQGAq1V8W0tuNfnl22cC7zqLtr-3WPxtaiLDHRXCys7UWrZLkP3feefd3dLHzvs7Sf7gBt2N4rEgzYc8Vfz7ghofV5bWrSIsxIngBbg_RTslhd7XxrPHoN0dm6vZfq1gciGD09y3Gvqle3EzPYt0tleB1ltroR1ml-uZsxKw9IRnqiXhiLhmOA==&c=&ch=


Pendley becomes BLM chief
Pendley plans an affront to Montana's conservation values
300 green groups say the senate has 'moral duty' to reject
Trump's public lands nominee
Trump's nominee to oversee federal lands has 50 conflicts of
interest
Trump picks an environmental saboteur to lead the Bureau of
Land Management
The Bureau of Land Management headquarters is officially in
Grand Junction, Colorado. The move cost the agency 70
percent of its staff. 

The Trump administration has proposed a roll back of rules on
royalty payments, a move likely to boost profits for the extractive
energy industry. The courts have rejected these efforts in the
past.
The Trump administration has proposed a relaxation of reporting
regulations for oil and gas operators on public lands.
Now that the Trump administration has rolled back the 50-year
old National Environmental Policy Act, the "magna carta" of
environmental laws, two coalitions of environmental organizations
have sued to keep the "public" in public lands .
As the Trump administration seeks to fast-track the environmental
permitting process, conservation groups say the public could be
sidelined, which could potentially allow companies to minimize the
impacts of their projects.
The time has come to fix the broken non competitive oil and gas
leasing system for our public lands.
After pushback by local leaders, the Bureau of Land Management
canceled the September oil and gas lease sales in or near prime
recreation land in Grand and San Juan counties. The agency still
plans to move forward with leasing more than 27,000 acres in
other parts of Utah.
After more than five
years in the making, the
Bureau of Land
Management has issued
preliminary approval for a
5,000-well oil and natural
gas project on federal
land in Wyoming.
Despite the downturn in
the industry during
COVID-19, oil and gas
leases sales continue in New Mexico.
Six environmental organizations have filed a lawsuit against the
Bureau of Land Management and the Interior Department to scrap
a management plan that will allow oil and gas drilling across
public lands in southwestern Colorado.
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The next president could reverse some of the Trump
administration's decisions that weaken environmental protections.
But it will take work.
After 30 years in the National Park Service, David Vela, the de
facto director of the agency, announced he is stepping down. 
The Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Bureau of Indian
Affairs are hosting four virtual open houses to solicit public
comment that will guide natural resource management for public
lands in New Mexico's San Juan, Arriba, McKinley and Sandoval
counties, and public lands surrounding the Chaco Culture National
Historical Park.
The State of Utah and the Environmental Protection Agency have
reached a $220 million settlement that resolves the State's legal
claims arising out of the 2015 Gold King Mine release in southwest
Colorado.

The Fight Against Climate Change

Salida, Colorado steps up to tackle climate change .
Truckee, California reveals first climate vulnerability plan.
Colorado and Utah offer us a glimpse of the impacts of climate
change.
A giant climate hotspot in
Western Colorado and
Eastern Utah is robbing the
West of its water.
Researchers say that last
year was one of three
warmest on record.
Are hotter summers making
the toxic algae that are
filling Colorado lakes with
slimy pea-green soup
worse?
A federal lab found a way to
modernize the grid, reduce
reliance on coal, and save
consumers billions. Trump
appointees blocked it.
The Trump administration
formally weakened a major
climate-change regulation -
effectively freeing oil and
gas companies from the
need to detect and repair
methane leaks - even as
new research shows that far more of the potent greenhouse gas is
seeping into the atmosphere than previously known. Lawsuits
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come next.
Climate change is turbocharging fires, drought and tropical storms
this summer.
Wildfires are raging across the West.

A lightning strike sparked a wildfire not far from Old Faithful
in Yellowstone National Park, prompting crews to start
protecting structures in the area of Old Faithful.
California is fighting 560 wildfires encompassing more than
771,000 acres largely as a result of an extraordinary spate of
dry lightning. At last count, seven people have been killed
and at least 12,000 structures destroyed. Here's why these
wildfires are so extreme right now.
The Cameron Peak Fire in Larimer County, CO , which is
burning in heavy timber stands over rugged terrain, has
caused Rocky Mountain National Park to close off access to a
remote northwestern swath of the park.
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