
 

 

 

          

           

         
 
July 9, 2017  
 
Monument Review, MS-1530 
U.S. Department of the Interior  
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
RE: Executive Order 13792 
 
Dear Secretary Zinke, 
 
As a network of outdoor recreation-based mountain towns and chambers of commerce in world-class 
tourism destinations, we recognize the importance of continued protection of national public lands. We 
strongly urge the Department of the Interior to maintain the protection and current boundaries of all ex-
isting national monuments as they are.  
 
Our communities represent approximately 24,200 permanent residents and 14.5 million visitors. Our 
economies and public lands are inextricably linked. National public lands play a critical role in supporting 
our rural jobs and local economies; studies have found that rural counties that are close to a larger 
amount of protected public lands outcompete rural counties close to less public lands in several key eco-
nomic factors.1 Proximity to national public lands allows our communities a competitive advantage when 
attracting businesses, families, and employees. This largely depends upon maintaining protections for 
public lands now and in perpetuity – any decision to undermine current national monument designations 
undermines protections for public lands and our economies.  
 
National public lands are an integral part of the fabric of western communities and driver of local econo-
mies. Through tools such as the Antiquities Act, the federal government can act to protect and enhance 
the American public land system, but they cannot reduce or rescind monument status from a monument 
that was not improperly designated.2 Nearly all Americans recognize the importance of public lands and 

                                                
1Headwaters Economics // https://headwaterseconomics.org/public-lands/federal-lands-performance/  
2Roberto Iraola, “Proclamations, National Monuments, and the Scope of Judicial Review Under the Antiquities Act,” 2004, Available at: 
http://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1135&context=wmelpr  



 

 

our current public lands system. A recent poll found that 80% of voters are in support of keeping current 
national monument designations in place, and 94% of voters support improving and repairing infrastruc-
ture in National Parks and other protected lands.3 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this important matter and hope that you will take our 
communities into consideration when reviewing national monument designations. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
City of Hood River, OR 
City of Leavenworth, WA 
Village of Taos Ski Valley, NM 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, CA 
Mayor of City of Sandpoint, ID 
Teton County, WY 
Mayor Pro Tem Town of Avon, CO  
Town of Breckenridge, CO 
Town of Carbondale, CO 
Town of Frisco, CO 
Town of Ophir, CO 
Town of Ridgway, CO 
Summit County, CO 
Town of Telluride, CO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
32017 Conservation in the West Poll // https://www.coloradocollege.edu/stateoftherockies/conservationinthewest/  


