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In September 2018, scientists released a new 
study 44 detailing the adverse and unique impacts 
climate change has on many of America’s national 
parks. The impacts of climate change are greater 
in more sensitive ecosystems such as high alpine 
areas in Glacier National Park in northwest 
Montana. Temperature data between 1895 and 
2010 showed45  that the temperature in national 
parks has increased twice as much as other areas 
in the United States and precipitation has declined. 
These impacts will only be exacerbated by the 
Trump administration’s “energy dominance” 
agenda which increases greenhouse gases while 
removing protections for public lands. 

For the iconic Glacier National Park, this 
means the loss46  of its namesake glaciers. With 
glacial melt comes a change in runoff and other 
ecological processes, completely altering the 
ecosystem in the park. These changes could 

reduce visitation and recreation in the park which 
in turn will harm the culture and economies of 
nearby communities. This highlights the need for 
climate resiliency programs in national parks as 
well as nearby communities.

These impacts are made greater by the Trump 
administration’s unilateral focus on extractive 
industries as well as its unwillingness to fund 
public lands programs such as the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and agencies 
such as the Department of Interior (DOI) and the 
United States Forest Service (USFS). With climate 
change impacts adversely and uniquely impacting 
national parks and public lands surrounding 
mountain communities, the administration should 
be funding public lands programs, public lands 
agencies, and renewable energy research and 
development. Without this, mountain communities 
face a more uncertain future.

Wildlife & Conservation

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aade09/pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aade09/pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aade09/pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aade09/pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/09/25/climate-change-is-destroying-our-national-parks-an-alarming-rate-study-finds/?utm_term=.0b5df8c32c62
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Land Management & Extraction - Lewistown Resource Management Plan (RMP) 

The Trump administration has issued a revised RMP for a vast area in central Montana. This RMP 
encourages resource extraction over alternative plans that would consider multiple uses such as 
hiking, hunting, and fishing. 

The Lewistown BLM district is made up of intact backcountry48 surrounding the Charles M. Russell 
National Wildlife Refuge and the Upper Missouri Breaks National Monument. This area draws hunters 
and other recreationists from all over the world. If extraction is prioritized in the region as the Trump 
administration would like, wildlife and recreation will both be irrevocably harmed.

Oil, Gas, & Coal

In 2017, the Trump administration announced 
that it would be restarting the federal coal 
program, cancelling a 2016 review that focused 
on the program’s failure to generate a fair 
return to taxpayers. The Trump administration 
has attempted to restart the program without 
adequate review, and in 2019, a federal judge 
ordered that the administration do a National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review of the 
entire program. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued 
a hasty and inadequate review47  that excluded 
input from highly impacted communities and  

Native American Tribes such as the Northern 
Cheyenne. There are approximately 426 million 
tons of federal coal located near the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation in southeastern Montana, 
but the tribe would not see any economic ben-
efits. Instead, they would be subjected to the 
ecological and health impacts from nearby coal 
mining, with no say in the matter. 

The unwillingness of the Trump administration 
to consider anything other than extraction at all 
costs is detrimental to all people and 
communities that live near the lands being 
exploited to benefit industry.

https://montanawildlife.org/lewistownrmp/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-coal-tribe/montana-tribe-rips-trump-administration-over-federal-coal-leasing-idUSKCN1SZ2WQ

