
!
September 27, 2018 

Dear United States Senate and House of Representatives, 

The below listed organizations represent communities in three states. Our 
communities understand the importance of healthy public lands to the economic 
prosperity and cultural vitality of our communities. It is because of this that we write 
to urge you to fully fund and permanently reauthorize the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF).  

These Funds have conserved and increased the health of our national public lands and 
waters across every state and nearly every county in the United States.  These 1

resources have helped to create an extensive network of public lands and waters, 
urban parks, trail systems, and ballparks for conservation, ecosystem preservation, 
and for all Americans to enjoy. Outdoor recreation and proximity to open spaces - 
many of which have been enhanced through use of the LWCF - draw residents and 
tourists to our communities which provides significant economic support as well as a 
distinct and desirable way of life. A recent study found that counties in close 
proximity to public lands perform substantially better in several key economic 
factors, such as employment and personal income, than counties without nearby 
public lands.   2

Outdoor recreation such as hiking, biking, kayaking, hunting, and fishing - which often 
takes place on public lands and waters - contributed an incredible 2 percent of the 
United States Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2016 and is growing faster than the 
overall United States economy at a rate of 3.8 compared to 2.8 percent.  However, 3

this $887 billion industry is just one of many aspects of America’s outdoor heritage 
supported by the LWCF. Grants from the LWCF also improve and create urban parks 
and ballparks to allow all Americans better access to beautiful outdoor spaces. Access 
to outdoor spaces whether it is vast reaches of federal public land or a neighborhood 
park help create a special quality of life that is sought after by families, business 
owners, and entrepreneurs. Without funding from the LWCF for the further protection 
and enhancement of America’s public lands, the economic success and cultural vitality 
of our communities may be at risk. 

The LWCF is an important component of job creation and economic development 
through support for public land infrastructure. Reports show that the LWCF provides a 
strong return on investment. One study found that every $1 of LWCF funds invested 

http://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/384469-local-economies-need-the-land-and-water-conservation-fund1

 https://headwaterseconomics.org/public-lands/federal-lands-performance/2

 https://www.bea.gov/newsreleases/industry/orsa/2018/orsa0218.htm3
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results in a remarkable return of $4 in economic value.  Permanent reauthorization 4

and full funding of LWCF will encourage further infrastructure investments and 
provide a long-term funding solution to ensure protection of America’s natural 
heritage and outdoor recreation opportunities. 

Sincerely, 

California Association of Resource Conservation Districts 
Karen Buhr, Executive Director 
Sacramento, California  

Club 20 
Christian Reece, Executive Director 
Grand Junction, CO 

Colorado Association of Ski Towns 
Greg Clifton, President 
Dillon, Colorado 

Colorado River Water Conservation District 
Andrew Mueller, General Manager 
Regional Organization representing 15 counties in NW and West-Central Colorado 

Eagle County Board of Commissioners 
Rhea Silverkorn, Executive Coordinator 
Eagle County Government 

The Mountain Pact 
Anna Peterson, Executive Director 
Durango, Colorado 

Northwest Colorado Council of Governments Water Quality/ Quantity Committee 
Rachel Richards, Chair and Pitkin County Commissioner  
Region: Eagle, Grand, Gunnison, Park, Pitkin, Summit Counties, Colorado 

Oregon Association of Conservation Districts 
John Keith, Executive Director  
Salem, Oregon 

 https://www.tpl.org/sites/default/files/cloud.tpl.org/pubs/benefits-LWCF-ROI%20Report-11-2010.pdf4


