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Outdoor recreation is finally getting recognition it deserves
By Guest Columnist 
Sunday, July 23, 2017

Last November, the Outdoor REC Act passed unanimously in Congress, and was signed into law. This act will
ensure that the jobs associated with tourism, hunting and fishing, manufacturing of outdoor gear, and other
economic implications of visits to our public lands will finally be recognized and counted as part of the United
States GDP.

The Federal Recreation Council (FRC) and the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) are moving forward in
creating the Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account (ORSA), that will record the official economic contribution,
and finally give credence to the economic powerhouse that the outdoor recreation economy is.

We at the Glenwood Springs Chamber Resort Association are encouraged to see the BEA moving forward with
this study, and are appreciative of the continued work and bipartisan support from the main sponsor Sen. Cory
Gardner and co-sponsor Sen. Michael Bennet, both of Colorado.   

As the president and CEO of the Glenwood Springs Chamber Resort Association for 30 years, I have seen first-
hand the substantial positive impact that the outdoor recreation economy has had on our community and
businesses. With 65 percent of Coloradans participating in outdoor recreation activities and a booming tourism
industry, outdoor recreation and our public lands in Colorado contribute 229,000 jobs in the state, and $28 billion
in consumer spending annually. In the last 15 years, Glenwood Springs has seen steady increases in travel
spending, earnings and employment, an improvement that speaks to the growing importance of outdoor
recreation to our community.

The BEA held a public comment period in May to solicit feedback on the best way to properly define outdoor
recreation, an important first step toward being able to accurately and fully include the ORSA in the GDP.

The comments submitted were received in such a positive manner that the BEA has chosen to keep the comment
period open until the end of this month, which speaks to the weight that these comments hold, and the
importance of their submission. (Submit comments by emailing OutdoorRecreation@bea.gov.) While reviewing
public comments, the BEA and FRC are moving forward and beginning to prepare estimates of the contribution
of outdoor recreation by establishing a definition of outdoor recreation. These estimates are slated to be
completed by the beginning of next year.

The federal government’s official recognition of the outdoor recreation economy will showcase the importance
of the outdoor recreation economy and the public lands on which it depends. Public lands are the most basic
infrastructure supporting outdoor recreation. With the substantial contribution of the outdoor recreation economy
acknowledged, we can better understand the necessary investments needed to properly maintain and support a
healthy public lands system.

Garfield County is made up of 60 percent public lands with many famous destinations such as Hanging Lake and
Sunlight Mountain Resort, making this study and its implications one that our community and businesses need in
order to continue to grow and succeed.

Outdoor recreation activities that take place on the public lands in our county not only draw visitors who spend
money, but they provide us with a competitive advantage when attracting new businesses, employees, and
families that want access to the standard of living often associated with proximity to outdoor recreation and
public lands.

The Glenwood Springs Chamber represents approximately 500 regional businesses, all of whom benefit from
outdoor recreation and what it brings to our community. We are excited and encouraged by the early progress
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made by the BEA in the first stages of this study, and the business owners, families, and employees in our
community fully stand behind its continuation and speedy completion.

Marianne Virgili has been president and CEO of the Glenwood Springs Chamber Resort Association for 30
years. A certified Chamber of Commerce Executive, she has served on the board for American Chamber of
Commerce Executives and Western Association of Chamber Executives, is past president of Colorado Chamber
of Commerce Executives and past national chair of the U.S. Chamber Foundation’s Institute for Organization
Management.

COMMENTS

TOP JOBS

30 Hour Field Technician

Full/Part time Field TechnicianNatural Gas meter calibration or gas anal...

City Of Grand Junction Opportunities

Is Red or Blue for you?www.RedorBlue4U.comNow hiring for thefollo...

Associate Medical Director - Pt, Flexible Rn Home Health Positions Available

Associate Medical Director - Part-timeProvide physician oversight of ...

Executive Administrative Assistant & Administrative Technician

Executive Administrative Assistant&Administrative T...

Capco Inc. Opportunities

Capco is the Industry Leader & Prime Contractor for US Department of Defense...

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssguJ3eyqN-AWizhXL3Q24gljhiZdajONe8dseZ_KlNmNBWcbKWrRlTD0IoXMFABDG75IKKQaCD8cqLX6ui3tIaQHryoTKn-Ixg9PBhGvh3pGtNTKdiB1jg0CP2US1Fi3fYBv3t21qID7AoRYO0puAcny6inA836m2-CC2nEpWuJS5EWWnRn_XvI9lrGuu7zSL8EXQX5JjQUr0c_LImK3KrICH6girwpVybdAh1KUljxRQ5&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJplXxQyDuP-&adurl=http://www.coloradowinefest.com
http://secure.adpay.com/ClickNBuy.aspx?p=2153&adid=92337-02
http://secure.adpay.com/ClickNBuy.aspx?p=2153&adid=92782-02
http://secure.adpay.com/ClickNBuy.aspx?p=2153&adid=92969-02
http://secure.adpay.com/ClickNBuy.aspx?p=2153&adid=92270-02
http://secure.adpay.com/ClickNBuy.aspx?p=2153&adid=92435-02

