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February 7, 2017 
 
President Donald Trump    The Honorable Ryan Zinke  
The White House     Secretary U.S. Department of the Interior   
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.    1849 C Street, N.W.   
Washington, D.C. 20500    Washington, D.C. 20240  
 
Dear President Trump and Secretary Zinke, 
 
As chambers of commerce and economic development corporations (EDCs) in world-class tourism 
destinations, we share our enthusiastic support of the Outdoor Recreation Jobs and Economic Impact Act 
(‘Outdoor REC Act’) [S. 6518/H.R. 4665]. In late 2016, the Outdoor REC Act passed the U.S. Senate 
and the House of Representatives with strong support, including co-sponsorship from then-Congressman 
Zinke. Before the passage of this bill, the federal government did not account for the outdoor recreation 
industry’s contribution to the U.S. economy, estimated at of $646 billion year. With the Outdoor REC 
Act, Congress has directed the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) to collect, track, and analyze data to 
report on the local and collective economic impact of America’s outdoor economy.  
 
Together, our local chambers of commerce and EDCs represent 5,200 businesses, 12 towns, 200,000 
permanent residents and 40 million annual visitors. We are surrounded by and serve as the gateways to 
unparalleled outdoor recreation opportunities that support our local businesses, entrepreneurs and 
regional economies. The tourism generated from people adventuring into the neighboring public lands 
helps our communities to diversify economically by making them more attractive to new residents, 
entrepreneurs and small businesses, and investments that provide towns with a competitive advantage to 
attract retirees, businesses and telecommuters wanting to live close to outdoor recreation opportunities.  
 
According to the Outdoor Industry Association, outdoor recreation supports 6.1 million American jobs, 
and $80 billion in federal, state, and local tax revenues. Through a comprehensive BEA analysis, the 
Outdoor REC Act is an important step in valuing the impact of use and visits to the natural and cultural 
assets that our communities depend on for local jobs, revenue and quality of life for our residents.  
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While the Outdoor REC Act directs the study of the outdoor economy by the BEA, the law did not 
include allocated funding for annual maintenance of the modeling and economic analysis. We respectfully 
request that your Administration put its full support behind the analysis and completion of the outdoor 
recreation economy study. It is of utmost importance to Western businesses, our chambers, and local 
economies. 
 
We look forward to working with you both to not only ensure that the Bureau of Economic Analysis study 
is funded and completed, but to also support the national public lands on which our communities depend  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alta Chamber and Visitors Bureau 
Aspen Chamber Resort Association 
Bend Chamber of Commerce 
Crested Butte/Mt. Crested Butte Chamber of Commerce 
Estes Park Economic Development Corporation 
Estes Valley Partners for Commerce 
Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce 
Leadville Lake County Chamber of Commerce 
Lake Tahoe South Shore Chamber of Commerce 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
Ouray Chamber Resort Association 
Ridgway Area Chamber of Commerce 
Taos Ski Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Vail Valley Partnership 


