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Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke took this photo this morning before testifying before the Senate 
Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee. @SecretaryZinke/
Twitter 

This story was updated at 2:30 p.m. EDT. 

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke told Senate appropriators today that he is not holding up fiscal 
2018 funding for the department that Congress passed in the March omnibus. 

"As a former congressman, I follow the law and congressional intent," said Zinke. 

His comments came after Democratic lawmakers raised concerns that Zinke is not getting the 
money out fast enough because he's ignoring congressional intent. Senate Interior, Environment 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee ranking member Tom Udall (D-N.M.) asked 
him when field operations and programs would receive money Congress appropriated for the rest 
of the fiscal year, which ends on Sept. 30. 

"We should have the control numbers out soon," said Zinke, defining "soon" as "a couple of 
weeks." The former Republican congressman from Montana assured the members of the 
subcommittee that Congress makes the laws, and it's his job to execute them. 

Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said she was also eager to "get details" on the 
department's spending plans for the rest of fiscal 2018. 

"If we set priorities and write it into law, we expect everyone to follow the law, including you," 
said full committee ranking member Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), looking directly at Zinke. 

Zinke said the process he inherited for disbursing and tracking funds, particularly grants, is 
inefficient and he is working on improving it. 
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House Republican leaders yesterday unveiled a $15.4 billion package of spending cuts sought by 
the White House, but none of those proposed rescissions directly affect funding allocated to 
Interior, a point Udall emphasized (E&E Daily, May 10). 

While members questioned Zinke about fiscal 2018 money, the Interior secretary was there to 
testify on the administration's $11.7 billion fiscal 2019 budget proposal. Republicans and 
Democrats expressed concern over massive cuts to the popular Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, in particular. 

While Zinke has said he is supportive of LWCF, the president's budget request would slash the 
program's acquisition budget by 95 percent. 

The White House fiscal 2019 budget proposal prioritizes the upkeep and improvement of 
Interior's current real estate portfolio rather than new land acquisition, similarly to the fiscal 2018 
proposal. 

Montana Sen. Steve Daines (R), a close ally of Zinke, said he was "disappointed" by the 
administration's proposal for LWCF. Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) said LWCF needs "an advocate" 
in the administration. 

"I've been an advocate of the LWCF," Zinke said. "The priority of this budget is infrastructure 
and [eliminating] the [maintenance] backlog." 

Zinke told members, however, he is "committed" to working with them on LWCF funding. "This 
is why there are two branches of government," he said. 

LWCF supporters outside of Congress however also tried to square Zinke's vocal support for the 
landmark conservation program with the reality of the budget he's defending and some of this 
previous positions. 

"Without Secretary Zinke's support for funding and reauthorization of LWCF, the economic 
success and cultural vitality of mountain communities may be at risk," said Anna Peterson, 
executive director of the Mountain Pact, a group that works with Western communities on 
economic and environmental issues facing them. 

Terri Raugland, a fly-fishing guide and outfitter from Missoula, Mont., attended this morning's 
hearing in Washington and cited LWCF funding as a priority. 

"I came all the way from Montana today because not only does Montana depend on LWCF, but 
my family and I do as well," said Raugland, who owns Blackfoot River Outfitters. 

"LWCF has helped secure nearly 70 percent of the fishing access sites in Montana, sites our 
community and businesses depend on," she said. "We need Secretary Zinke to work to ensure 
that LWCF is fully funded and reauthorized." 

The White House budget recommends the creation of an $18 billion public lands infrastructure 
fund to help whittle down the department's massive maintenance and operations backlog at the 
nation's parks and elsewhere. 
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