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Land Management & Extraction - Wildfire Funding

Wildlife & Conservation - 
The Government Shutdown
 

Much of the land area in Western states is 
made up of public lands. In California, about 
half of the state is federally managed, so 
when the government shutdown and left 
visitor centers, trailheads, and national parks 
unstaffed during one of the busiest times of 
the year, the communities nearby felt that 
absence30. Towns like Mammoth Lakes were 
left not knowing if collaborative projects 
would continue and how long nearby public 
lands would remain unstaffed. 

For communities so intertwined with public 
lands management, the government shutdown 
impacted their economies, as well as the 
health of nearby public lands as many actions 
went unchecked. In Yosemite National Park, 
officials were forced to limit visitors due to 
garbage and human waste being disposed of 
improperly; and in Joshua Tree National Park 
all campgrounds were eventually closed due 
to illegal camping and toilets nearly reaching 
capacity. Although yet to be fully quantified, 
it is clear that this decision to leave National 
Parks open added millions of dollars31 of 
maintenance needs to an already backlogged 
maintenance budget.    

CALIFORNIA

California experienced its deadliest fire season 
in 2018. With 1.8 million acres burned in the 
state, it was also the most acreage burned25  in 
recorded history. Catastrophic wildfires such as 
these are on the rise due to rising temperatures 
and variable precipitation associated with 
climate change -- and they aren’t cheap to fight. 
Enormous amounts of resources were sent to 
California to fight these fires with local, state, 
and federal fire agencies fighting alongside 
each other. This arrangement is typical as fires 
don’t often stick within jurisdictional boundaries.

However, this past year was different. When the 
State of California filed a $72 million reimburse-
ment request, the United States Forest Service 
(USFS) decided to conduct an audit26  rather 
than fulfilling the request. California Senator Di-
anne Feinstein sent a letter27 imploring the USFS 
to fulfill the reimbursement request, highlighting 
the need for a unified local-federal approach to 
fighting wildfires. 

With the expansion of the wildland urban 
interface (WUI) Western mountain communties 
are particularly at risk for destruction at the 
hands of climate change fueled blazes. 
Researchers found28 that in 2010 more than 30 
percent of California’s houses were in the WUI, 
including the entire town of Paradise that was 
destroyed in the 2018 Camp Fire. These 
communities need federal assistance to keep 
them safe.

President Trump’s response to California’s wild-
fires was to suggest California could benefit from 
better forest management (like raking the forest 
floor29).  This, coupled with the administration’s 
hesitance to reimburse the state’s firefighting 
costs as a new potentially devastating fire 
season was fast approaching, makes it clear that 
this administration is ill-equipped to adequately 
manage and fund our National Forests or to 
help protect mountain communities.
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