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Land Management & Extraction - Uranium Mining

The Grand Canyon and public lands in northern
Arizona have been threatened by uranium mining
for decades. In 2012, the Obama administration
issued a 20-year ban on uranium mining in the
areq; a conservation effort that former Secretary
of the Interior Ryan Zinke wrongfully took credit
forls. President Trump broke with this position and
signalled support for renewed uranium mining
near the Grand Canyon and in a region included
in the original Bears Ears National Monument.

Under pressure from the uranium mining industry,
the Trump administration has been looking for
ways to prop up the industry. On July 12, 2019,
the President issued!¢ an executive order creating
a working group to make a recommendation
regarding the future of domestic uranium
production. The working group includes President
Trump’s national security and economic policy
advisors as well as Secretary Bernhardt among
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others. It is unclear if they will include input
from impacted communities by accepting public
comment during its study period.

Department of Interior (DOI) has deemed uranium
a “critical mineral” for “economic national
security'”” and some officials even went so far
as to say that “boundary adjustments!®” should
be made to protected areas around the Grand
Canyon to access mineral resources.

The Grand Canyon saw 6 million visitors!? in 2017,
anumberthat may be impacted by uranium mining.
Mining and a decrease in visitation would impact
the economic as well as cultural and ecological
health of nearby communities. Uranium mining
has been linked to high rates of lung cancer and
other diseases in miners and nearby communities.
These human hedlth impacts?® must not be
overlooked when considering the expansion of
U.S. uranium mining.

Native communities have experienced these
impacts at an even higher level?, where 4 million
tons of uranium were mined between 1944 and
1986. When the mining boom ended, companies
abandoned 500 mines, leaving the waste to
leach into the soils contributing to much higher
death rates due to uranium toxicity in the Navajo
people. The proposed Grand Canyon mine would
have the same impacts?? to the Havasupai Tribe,
an unacceptable consequence.

Just months after the public comment limiting Instruction Memorandum (IM) 2018-034 was issued in

2018,

containing just over 4,000 acres of land in northeast Arizona were nominated

for a September oil and gas lease sale. The parcels sit near Petrified Forest National Park near the
confluence of Silver Creek and the Litlle Colorado River.

The nomination and subsequent National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review of potential

impacts of the lease sale limited input from local voices. In August 2018, eight conservation organi-

zations

with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) stating that impacts to wildlife,

groundwater, air quality, public health, and other uses of the public lands were not adequately
considered due to a failure to complete a site-specific NEPA analysis and consider public input.
Public input was not considered due to the voluntary nature of including public comment following
IM 2018-034. This led to a unilateral BLM decision to lease the land, disregarding impacts to

communities and the environment.
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https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/projectSummary.do?methodName=renderDefaultProjectSummary&projectId=105665
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/public_lands/energy/dirty_energy_development/oil_and_gas/pdfs/AZ-2018-Q3-Protest-08-02-18.pdf
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ryan-zinke-mining-ban-grand-canyon_n_5a57aec0e4b068abc338ca94?guccounter=1
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ryan-zinke-mining-ban-grand-canyon_n_5a57aec0e4b068abc338ca94?guccounter=1
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2019/07/13/trump-rejects-import/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/uranium-mining-grand-canyon-ban_n_5cf848cde4b0e63eda953c65
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/uranium-mining-grand-canyon-ban_n_5cf848cde4b0e63eda953c65
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/uranium-mining-grand-canyon-ban_n_5cf848cde4b0e63eda953c65?guccounter=1
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/02-28-2018-visitation-certified.htm
https://www.epa.gov/navajo-nation-uranium-cleanup/health-effects-uranium
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/04/10/473547227/for-the-navajo-nation-uranium-minings-deadly-legacy-lingers
https://www.grandcanyontrust.org/too-precious-mine

